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NewBukr, Heb. 25, 1795. 


MY DEAR COUNTRTMEN, 


As this day is {et apart by high authority, 
for the purpoſe of hunbling curſelves before Al- 
mighty God, and ſending up our prayers and ſupplications 
to the Divine Majeſty, for averting theſe heavy judgments 
which our manifold fins and provications have juſtly 
deferved* ;”” and as our humiliations, to have any 
good effect, muſt extend beyond this day, and con- 
liſt in ſomething more than the forms of devotion ; 
| hope that ſome hours of it will not be improperly 
employed in arranging, for the public attention, a 
tew thoughts which appear calculated to convince 
us, that we are indeed deſerving of thoſe heavy judg- 
ments of which we are reminded, and evidently in 
great danger of ſoon experiencing them, eſpecially 
it preſent meaſures be perſiſted in. 

What is the part which the true ſervants of God, 
and the enlightened friends of their country, who 


See his Majeſty's Proclamation. 
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ſeek not the honours of men, ought to act, in the 
ſolemn aſſemblies, this day? Is it to amuſe their au- 
ditors with courtly pancgyrics on the exceliency and 
purity of our government in church and ſtate. and 
the wiſdom and virtue of thoſe who manage the af. 
fairs of the nation? ls it, by virulent invectives a- 
gainſt their neighbours, whole ſentiments, about pub. 
lic meaſures, may differ from their own ; and by e— 
loquent harangues on the impieties and enormities 
of the French, to inflame men's paſſions, and ſtir up 
a ſpirit of ill-will among neighbours, and urge them 
to additional zeal in the deſtruction of their fellow. 
creatures? Is it to buoy up the deluſive confidence 
of the people, by talking about the <ww1/dom, j:/7ice, 
and nece//ity of this war in defence of religion and re- 
gular governments ?—Surely not*, Iheir office is ra- 
ther that which was enjoined on the prophet of old 
(Joel it 1.), Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and ſound an 
alarm in my holy mountain; let all the inhabitants of th: 
land tremble, for tie day of the Lord cometh, for it is 
nigh at hand, Bv falle alarms the nation has been 
betrayed into approbation of meaſures the moſt ruin- 
ous, and hurried into a war. which almoſt all wiſe 
and diſintereſted men now begin to think the moſt 


When our orators talk about religion and regular government, 
and of the neceſſity of this War in their defence, what do they mean! 
We plain people underſtand them to mean ſuch religion as has been 
deſtroved in France ; that religion, which a few years ago harraſſed, 
plundered, baniſhed, or murdered near two millions of the French 
proteſtants: and which ſtill maintains its ground at Rome, and thre' 
many extenſive (we cannot ſay happy) countries. And, by regular 
governments, the general ſtrain of their declamations leads us i con- 
clude that they mean ſuch as that perfected by Louis XIV. and 
thoſe which fill triumph in Ruſſia and other countries where arbi- 
trary power prevails, For this is the ſort of religion and govern- 
ment which is deſtroyed in France. From ſuch religions, and ſuch 
regular governments, may all nations be delivered !—Grant us but 
liberty to worſhip God as we pleaſe, and we want no ſuch goodly 
eſtabliſhments, no ſuch ſacred prieſthoods, as plunder and murde? | 
mankind for the good of their ſouls. 
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needleſs, impolitic, and dangerous, in which this country 
was ever engaged. The authors of ſuch alarms de- 
ſerve puniſhment ; but there is an ALARM, which 
ought to be founded from one end of the land to the 
other; in every city; in every town; in every 
dwelling; from the palace to the cottage. Let no 
one be eſteemed either obtruding or arrogant, how- 
ever feeble his voice, or however wanting in addreſs, 
who, in the ſpirit of benevolence, attempts this duty. 
In times like the preſent, it is the duty of every one 
to contribute all in his power to the good of the 
community, and to exert himſelf to the utmoſt to a- 
wake his countrymen out of the dreadful lethargy 
into which they are ſunk, and to arouſe them to a 
proper ſenſe of that imminent danger to which our 
country is expoſed A danger but little thought 
of, and leſs underſtood. 

The times are peculiar ; and our attention to what 
is paſſing about us ought to be regulated by the 
magnitude of the intereſts involved; and our ſeri- 
ouſneſs proportioned to the awful appearance which 
the aſpect of things has aſſumed. If it is not thus, 
we act neither as Chriſtians nor as rational creatures. 
Let me then entreat my countrymen to lend me, 
for a few minutes, a patient hearing, whiltt 1 call 
their attention to a ſubject made particularly intereſt - 
ing by the preſent ſituation of public affairs. If 1 
ſound an ALAN, whenſome would rather hear ſmooth 
things, ** Peace, Peace, evil ſhall not come upon vs, 
neither ſhall ve ſee ſword nor famine,” proots enow 
are at hand to ſhew that an alarm is not founded 
without reaſon. Let hypocrites and inſidels mock ; 
but let the wiſe prepare. 

Although politics are not very becoming in gene- 
ral in pulpit-ſermons, yet, I hope, I may be excuſed 
if ſomething of that kind be here brought forward. 
Conſidering the ſubject, and the intent of it, it can- 
not well be otherwiſe. But the reader may reit af» 
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ſured, that every thing will be rejected which ſhall 
not appear to comport with the dignity of religion, 
and with that icricuſneſs which belongs to the ſub— 
Ject we arc going to diſcuſs. He may alſo be aſſured, 

that nothing hall be faid with a deſign to offend any 
one. But whilſt we avoid railing accuſations, and 
all bitterneſs and wrath, ſtill let us not have men's 
perſons in admiration ; let us be faithful, and nei— 
ther fear the trowns, nor court the ſmiles, of any. 
he times are too ſerious, and things too urgent, to 
flatter or trifle, 

Nor let any think that it is unbecoming in 2 
Chriſtian to intereſt himſelf in, what are called, the 
politics of the world; or that it is diſhonourable to 
religion to have reflections on national affairs mixed 
with its folemn ſubjects. This ſentiment- ſo friend- 
ly to the ambitious views of thoſe who wiſh to tram- 
ple on the necks of their tellows, is entertained by 
many whoſe hearts are better than their heads Such 
do not conſider, how intimately connected religion 


and liberty are. Let liberty periſh, and religion, 


which, even now, in this land, is too much degrad- 
ed, by being made ſubſervient to the views of mere 
worldlings, would ſyvon be reduced to what it is in 
Portugal. Spain Ruſſia, and ſucli regions of dark- 
nels and deſpotiſm; and its conſcientious proteflors 
would have nothing to expect, but to be hunted as 
the lawful game of perſecutors. 

Chrittianity teaches us to bear ſufferings with pa- 
tience; but it does not forbid us to endeavour, by 
lawful mcans, either to avert them from us, when 
approaching, or to free ourielves ftlum them, when 
upon us. ond let us remember, that to exert our- 
ſelves, by all peaceable and lawtul means, to avert e- 
vils from our country, and to protect freedom of in- 
quiry after truth from violation, is à duty as much 
more obli,atory than to guard eur/elves from ſuffer- 
ings, as the interetts of millions are ſuperior to Cur 
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erſonal concerns, and as truth is more valuable 
than duſt, What are a great part of the writings of 
the prophets but moral politics? With what faith» 
fulneſs did they expoſe both moral and political a- 
buſes! and with what energy did they plead for 
their reformation ! The lets we have to * with the 
ſquabbles of party politicians, the better. e mean 
to take more holy ground —** Be wife as ene 
and harmleſs as doves.” Let us then remember 
that we are Chriſtians, but not forget that we are 
men. Let us remember that our continuing coun. 
try is in heaven, but not forget that we have a tem- 
porary intereſt in this, and that our children are to 
live after us. Let us bear in mind, that God work- 
eth all things after the counſel of his own will; but 
yet, that this does not ſuperſede our duties.— With 
theſe ſentiments let us enter upon our ſubject, 
The words which I ſhall recommend to your at- 
tention, as the foundation of this addreſs, are thoſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt, recorded in Lute xxi. 36. | 
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Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall 
come to paſs, and to ſtand before the Son of Man. 
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OUR Lord here leaves it in charge to his diſciples, 
to watch for the fulfilment of thoſe things of which 
he had been forewarning them, and to be conſtant in 
prayer, that they might be prepared for all events, 
and have the Almighty for their ſecurity. 
| Here then an intereſting inquiry preſents itſelf, 
| Mat were the things of which Jeſus Chriſt had been 
. ſpeaking, and when were they to be accompliſhed ? 

Had he been ſpeaking of the deſolation of Jeruſalem, 
and of the deſtruction of the Jewiſh polity only? If 
1 ſo, then this exhortation in the text was confined to 
- the apoſtles and people of that age, and we, compa- 
g ratively, have no intereſt in it. But had our Lord, ä 
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beſides this, been predicting thoſe calamities which 
were to afilict his church, and the nations in diſtant 
ages, and particularly thoſe which are to prepare the 
way for, and to be the preludes to, his coming to af. 
{ume that dominion, and glory, and kingdom, which 
is the gift of the Ancient of Days? (Dan. vii. 9—14,) 
Tf it be thus, then we are as much intereſted in what 
is here predicted, as the Apoſtles and Chriſtians of 
that age were, and attention to this ſolemn exhorta- 
ion becomes of infinite importance, and it is no long- 
er an indifferent matter whether we have juſt or er- 
roneous conceptions of what our great Lord and 
Matter is treating. And as it is of unutterable im. 
portance to know of what Chriſt is ſpeaking, ſo it is 
the indiſpenſable duty of all Chriftians to pay the 
moſt unbounded reſpect to his injunctions. Watch 
e therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, 
and to ſtand before the Son of Man. 

All theſe things. What things? It 1s generally a- 
greed that our Lord, in this diſcourſe to ſome of 
his diſciples, ſpeaks of what was to take place at 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans, and of 
what was to come to pals in the laſt days, previ- 
ous to the end of the world, or of the preſent diſ- 
penſation and ſtate of things; and that he marks 
out not only the ſigns which were to precede the 
overthrow of the Jewiſh ſtate, but thoſe which are 
to indicate the approach of the diſſolution of all 
things. But though in this there is a pretty ge- 
neral agreement, yet there is a vaſt diverſity of o- 
pinions as to what refers to the one period, and 
what to the other, and about where it 1s, that the 
tranſition is made from what concerns the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem to the events of the latter days. 
Mr. Mede, Archbiſhop Tillotſon, and others, who 
ſtand high in the liſt of critics, think that it is at 
verſe 25, where he ſpeaks of the figns there ſhould 
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be in the ſun, and in the moon, and in the ſtars. 
Dr. Doddridge conjectures, that the tranſition is 
made after the caution in the 34th and 35th verſes, 
where he bids his diſciples take heed, becauſe that as 
a ſnare that day ſhall come on all them that dwell on the 
face of the earth, and that our text and the parallel 
| paſſage in Matth. xxiv. 42. and all that follows, as 
related by Matthew, refers to the laſt times, the 
| coming of the Lord to judgment. But though he 
| thinks the tranſition is here, yet he maintains, that 
when our i ord ſays, But of that day and of that hour 
| lnowerh no man, no not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father, this cannot refer to the 
| time of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, but to the end 
| of the world, and yet theſe words, according to 
Mark, (and in his own harmony,) occupy a prior 
part of the diſcourſe. | 

But there are other expoſitors who ſuppoſe a dou- 
ble meaning in theſe predictions, a primary and a 
ſecondary, and that our Lord ſpeaks of the ſigns and 
calamities at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, as types of 
thoſe which are to be in the latter times of the world; 
or that he interſperſes predictions reſpecting the laſt 
day with thoſc which were to be fulfilled in that 
age, This latter mode of interpretation, above all 
others, diſtracts and bewilders our thoughts, and is 
liable to very great objections. Some other interpre- 
tations are leſs exceptionable, but I acknowledge that 
| have never ſeen any thing on the ſubject which af- 
torded me thorough ſatisfaction. 

As it is of great coaequence to our general deſign 
to eſtabliſh the true meaning of this diſcourſe, and 
eſpecially of the latter part of it; and as it highly 
behits our character as Chriſtians, to do the utmoit 
we can, rightly to underſtand the inſtructions of our 
Lord and Matter, that we may thus be better quali- 
hed to do his will, let us for a few minutes look over 
what is here written, and endeavour to judge for 
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ourſelves, and may the Spirit of God be our in- 
itructor! | 

As both Matthew and Mark, as well as Luke, have 
taken notice of this famous diſcourſe, it will he ne- 
ceſſary to refer to them all, comparing their ſeveral 
accounts with each other. Matthew enters more 
largely into the ſubject than either Mark or Luke, 
for theſe latter have taken no notice of thoſe three 
beautiful parables. which are recorded in Matthew 
XXV. and with which our Lord concluded his pre- 
dictions, and by which he illuſtrated and enforced 
what he had been teaching his diſciples. 

To the right underſtanding of theſe predictions of 
Jeſus Chriſt, it is neceſſary to recollect a prejudice 
which occupied the diſciples' minds, and the ui 


which he here condeſcends tu anſwer. Matthew 


fays, (xxiv. 3.) As he ſat upon the Mount of Olives, the 
diſciples came unto him privately, ſaying, tell us, when 
hall theſe things be, and what ſhall be the fign cf thy 
coming, and of the end of the world. Mark informs 
us that theſe diſciples were Peter, James, John, and 
Andrew. 

A little before, as we read in the latter part of the 
twenty third chapter of Matthew, and the former part 
of the twenty- fourth, the Son of God had been de- 
nouncing a woe on Jeruſalem for the obſtinacy of the 
Jews in impenitence and unbelief. He had denoun- 
ed that they ſhould not ſee him any more, till they 
ſhould ſay, Bleſſed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord, (chap. xxiii. 39.) that is, till that time prophe- 
cied of hy Ezekiel, chap. xxxvii. by Daniel, chap. 
vii. and by Zechariah, chap. xiv. as well as by others 
of the prophets, when he will come to deliver Iſrael 
in their great extremity, and they fhall look on him 
whom they pierced, and repent and believe. Other 


notable diſplays of his power and providence in the 


puniſhment of his enemies, and in the ſalvation of his 
Church, for the furtherance of the kingdom of God 


1 


among men, are called his coming, but this more 
emphatically. He had alſo declared to his diſciples, 
that the time would come when there ſhould not be 
left of the temple, one ſtone upon another that ſhould 
not be caſt down (xxiv. 2.) 

They had long been poſſeſſed with an idea, in com- 
mon with the reſt of their countrymen, that when 
the Meſſi ih ſhould come, he would immediately ſet 
up a glorious kingdom, raiſe the Jewiilh nation above 
all people, and introduce that happy ſtate of things, 
of which the Prophets had long ſpoken, and that 
righteouſneſs, peace, and happineſs, ſhould take 
place of wickedneſs, war, and calamity ; in ſhort, 
that the curſe ſhould be taken from the earth, at 
leaſt as it reſpected the iced of Abraham, Theſe 
were their prejudices; but they would naturally 
conclude, from what their maſter had been {aying 
reſpecting Jeruſalem and the Temple, that ſome 
heavy judgment would fall upon the Scribes and 
Phariſees, the chief prieſts and elders, and the other 
obſtinate enemies of Jeſus, before this glorious and 
happy ſtate of things ſhould commence. But that 


it would ſoon commence, they had no doubt, and 


ſeemed diſpoſed to believe it, even to the hour of 
Chriſt's aſcenſion. Poſſeſſed with this idea, they 
aked him, ſaying, Tell us, when ſhall theſe judgments, 
of which thou haſt ſpoken, be? and what ſhall be the 
g of thy coming, and of the end of the world > What 
$ here rendered the end of the world, (cu ,.r⁸ aw) 
lome would render the end of the age or diſpenſation. 
This may be proper enough, but then what is the 
meaning of ſuch a phraſe ? The end of the age or di/- 
þen/ation means the end of that ſtate of things which 
to continue till the diſſolution of the kingdoms of 
the world, and the commencement of that of the 
Meſſiah in its glory, when a new age or diſpenſation 
is to Commence. So that whichever rendering is a- 
dopted, the difference is very little; but the end of 
C 


3 


the age, or diſpenſation, appears to be the moſt pro» 
per and apt. 

The diſcourſe of our Lord ſeems capable of being 
divided into three principal parts, and this if conſi- 
dered with attention, appears to afford an eaſy ſolu- 
tion to the otherwiſe inexplicable difliculties of this 
intereſting part of holy writ, about which our great- 
eſt commentatois have been ſo much perplexed and 
divided. | he former part may be conſidered as an 
introduction, and its deſign appears to have been. to 
free the minds of the difciples from that ſtrong pre- 
judice which poiletſed them reſpecting the ſpeedy 
coming of the Meſſiah's Kingdom; the peedy arrival 
of thoſe happy days, of which the prophets ſpeak in 
ſuch raptùrous language. Then follow predictions 
relative to the deſtruction of jeruſalem, the diſſolu- 
tion of the Jewiſh ſtate, and the long and grievous 
captivity of that infatuated people. This is in anſwer 
to the queſtion, When Hall theſe things be? Then fol- 
lows the anſwer to the inquiry. What Hall be the ſer 
of thy coming, and of the end cf the world? 

As Matt ew has given the moſt ample account of 
this diſcourſe let us briefly review his relation, and 
compare it with what Mar and Lute have written, 
See Matth. xxiv. When the diſciples put theſe que 
tions, avd our Lord perceived in their minds that 
prejudice from which they originated, he ſet himſelt 
to inform them. that inſtead of that bleſſed ſtate oi 
which the prophets had ſpoken, coming ſo ſn 4 
they expected, there was to be a long interval, which 
would be filled up with woes and calamities. This part 
i of the diſcourſe continues from verſe the 4th to verſe 
R the 14th incluſive. In Mark the xiii. it is from veris 
5, to verſe 13. In Luke xxi. it is from verſe 8, to 
verſe 20. 

What our Lord here advances is applicable not on- 
ly to the Jewiſh nation, but to them, the Chriſtian 
Church, and the nations in general. Iinitcad of that 
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univerſal prevalence of truth, and of that pure and 
undefiled religion which they were expecting, he lets 
them know, that numerous impoſtors would come 
in his name, and deceive many, (verſe 5, and 11, of 
Matthew xxiv.) that, inſtead of that ſtate of unin- 
terrupted peace and happinets with which they were 
flattering themſelves, there would be wars, and fa- 
mines, and peſtilences, and earthquakes ; and that 
not for a ſhort period, for the end is net yet, verſe 6.) 
or as Luke has it, The end is not by and by. Hence, 
when they ſhould ſee theſe calamities prevail in an 
extraordinary degree, as would ſoon be the cate, 
even then they were not to expect the conſumma- 
tion of all things immediately to follow, for that there 
was to be a long ſtate of ſuffering, (verie 8.) Fer al 
theſe are the beginnings of ſorrows, tor, inſtead of the 
meek inheriting the earth, they ſhould be ſubjected 
to the molt cruel perſecutions, {verſe 9.) Then foal! 
they deliver you up to be affiidted, and ſhall kill ycu, and 
ye hall be hated of all nations fer my name's ſake. And 
then {hall many be offended, &c. 

At the concluſion of this general repreſertaticn of 
things, he adds, (verſe 14.) And this goſpel of the 
tingdem ſhall be preached in all the world, for a witneſs 
unte all nations, and then ſball the end come. Nere le 
gives his people a deciſive ſign of the approaching 
end, by glancing at what he afterwards reſumes in 
verſe 31. where he ſpeaks of ſending his angelt, or 
meſlengers, with @ great ſound of a trunipet, to gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from one end f 
heaven to the other, Which ſeems to be a prediction 
of the converſion of ail nations in the latter days. 

Having thus informed his diſciples in a general 
way, that a long ſeaſon of impoſture, iniquity, per- 
ſecution, and calamity, was to be expected, and not 
the immediate commencement of Meſſiah's peaceful 
and glorious kingdom, and having faid what might 
be etteemed ſufficient to remove their deep rooted 
prejudice on this head, he then fects himſelf to an- 
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ſwer, in a more particular way, the queſtions which 
they had put to him. And as their firſt queſtion 
was, When /hall theſe things be? that is, when ſhould 
Jeruſalem and the Temple be laid in heaps, as he had 
{ſpoken ? He firſt ſpeaks to this point, and utters pre- 
dictions which relate more immediately to Jewiſh af- 
fairs, and cautions his people how to act when deſo- 
lation ſhould overſpread their country; informing 
them of certain ſigns by which they might know 


what was coming, and take meaſures for their ſafety. 
Theſe predictions are related verie 15-28, In Mark 


Xili. verſe 14—23. In Luke xxit. verſe 20—23. 
And what 1s here ſaid, appears to relate to the affairs 
of the Jewith nation, and to nothing beſide. 

With what preciſion the predictions here recorded 
were fulfilled, in the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and 
the total overttirow of the Jewiſh ſtate and nation, 
the hiſtory of Joſephus 1s an ample teſtimony. 

But theſe predictions of our Lord were not confin- 
ed to that era, but extend to the end of their pre- 
ſent captivity, for according to Luke, xxi. 24. dur 
Lord ſaid, They all fall by the edge of the feword, and 
ſhall be led away captive into all nations, and Jeruſalem 
ſhall be trodden down of the Gentiles, till the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled. And what are the times of the 
Gentiles? Not, | apprehend, as Dr Hurd and many 
others have ſuppoſed, the period allotted for their 
converſion, but rather as Mr. Mede has obſerved, 
the time till the end of thoſe four monarchies repre- 
ſented to Nebuchadnezzar, under the figure of an 
image, whoſe brightneſs was excellent, and whole 
form was terrible: and to Daniel under the ſymbols 
of four ravenous beaſts. The dominion of the lait 
monarchy ſtill exiſts in the ten toes of the image, 
and in the ten horns of the fourth beaſt; the ſtates 
and kingdoms of Europe, into which the Roman 
weſtern* dominion has been broken. The end of 


* The weſtern part of the Roman empire conſtituted the body of 
the fourth beaſt; the eaſtern countiies, which became ſubject to 
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the times of the Gentiles is, when theſe kingdoms 
of the world, ſo far as they are inimical to the king- 
dom of Chriſt, ſhall be overthrown, and give place 
to the dominion of him whoſe dominion is an everlaſt- 
ing dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, and whoſe 
ting dom is that which ſhall not be deſtroyed, Dan. vii. 
14. It is not till thele times of the Gentiles ſhall be 
fulfilled that Jeruſalem is to be reſtored. 

Here, again, our Lord cautions his diſciples againſt 
being deceived by cheats and impoſtors reſpectin 
his coming, for that it ſhall be as the lightning 
which cometh from heaven, (verſe 26—28.) conſpi- 
cuous, ſudden, and with irreſiſtible power. 

And now having ſpoken of the long and grievous 
captivity of the Jews, till the times of the Gentiles 
ſhould be fulfilled, he paſſes on to the figns of his 
coming in the latter days for the purpoſe of ſetting 


up his glorious kingdom: and this may be conſider- 


ed as the third diviſion of his diſcourſe, and an an- 
{wer to the queſtion, What hall be the fron of thy com- 
ing and of the end of the world ? 

Verſe 29. Immediately after the tribulation of thoſe 
days ſhall the ſun be darkened, and the moon ſhall not give 
her ligot, and the ſtars ſhall fall from heaven. and the 
powers of the heavens ſhalt be ſhaken ; and then ſball ap- 
fear the ſign of the Son of Man in heaven; and then ſhall 
all the tribes of the earth mourn ; or as Luke has it, 
There ſhall be ſigns in the ſun, and in the moon and in 
the ſtars, and upon the earth diſtreſs of nations with 
perplexity, the fea and the waves roaring, mens hearts 


failing them for fear, and for looting after thoſe things 


which are coming on the earth : for the powers hea- 


ven ſhall be ſhaken. and then ſhili they ſee the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 


Rome, or which otherwiſe loſt their pre-eminence, belonged to the. 


former beaſts, and are con ſidered as ſtill exiiting atter their ſuperio- 
rity has given place to that of the Fourth beaſt ; for they are tyran- 
nes ſtill, though they have loſt their dominion, and will continue 


and 23, 


to be ſo, till the coming of the kingdom of Crit. Dan. vil. 12. 
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the earth, and involve nations in overwhelming ca- 
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What, according g to the uſual prophetic ſtyle, are 
we to underitand by the terms here uſed? Are we 
to underfland the darkening of the ſun and moon; 
the falling of the ſtars ; the fea and the waves roar- 
ing, and th- ſhaking of the powers of heaven, &. 
in a literal, or in a figurative ſenſe ? It is well known, 
that when the prophets ſpeak of the convulſions of 
nations, the fall of the princes and rulers of the 
World; the calamities and diſſolutions of empires, 
ſtates and kingdoms, it is, generally, in ſuch kind 
of language as "this A manner of {peaking derived 
from the ancient hieroglyphics ; a way of repreſcnt- 
ing things by pictures, or ſymbols, on account of 
{ome real or imaginary likeneſs. A language which 
their countrymen well underſtood, and which, for 
its ſublimity, was well fitted to the theme of Pro. 
phecy. 

Thus the heavens were the ſymbols of govern- 
ments, the ſun, moon, and ſtars, of princes and 
great men : the earth of the common people : clouds, 
and great collections of waters, of multitudes of peo- 
ple : "thunder, hail, and tempeſt, and the agitation 
ot the ſeas, of commotions and wars. As proc 
of this, fee Iſaiah xiv 13. xxix. 6. XXXIV. 4. Rev. 
vi. 12—17 7 a 

This then being the uſual language which prophe⸗ 
cv aſſumes, when thote wars and commotions which 
diſſolve governments, which throw down from 
their height of power and honour, the mighty ot 


| 
? 
t 
I 
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lamities, are to be deicribed, it is natural to 1up- 
pole that the imagery here employed by our Lord, 
13 the repreſentation of ſuch events. 

But to what period does he refer? was all this ac- 
complithed in the deſtruction of ſeruſalem, in the o- 
verthrow of theJewith tate, and by the fall of the jew. 
ih rulers? or does it vet remain unfulfilled? It could 
not be at the time of the diſſolution of the Jewich 
ſtate, kor it i» tad to be immediately after thoje di, 
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of calamity which Jeſus had been defcribing, and 
which calamities, according to Luke. are to conti— 
nue until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, that is, 
till that deſtruftion of the ſtates and kingdoms of 
the world, which is to take place in the latter days; 
and which is to make way for the reftoration of the 
Jewiſh people from their Jong an4 wide diſperſion. 
And that theſe ſigns in the heavens, and this diſtreſs 
of nations, of which Chriſt ſpeaks, could not have 
their fulfilment in the fearful fights winch are ſaid 
to have appeared at the ſiege of Jeruſalem, and in the 
prevailing diſtreſſes of chat age, ttrange and great as 
they might be, but mult refer to ſomething yet to 
come, appears more evident from what Luke records 


\ (verſe 28.), for he tells us that Chriſt added, And 


when theſe things begin to come to paſs, then look up, and lift 
up your heads , for your redemption draweth nigh. Now, 
neither the redemption of the Jewiſh people from 
their captivity and ſufferings, nor that of the Chriſ- 
tian church from its oppreſled ſtate, could be ſaid, 
with any propriety, to be then drawing nigh. ſo as 
to encourage the ſufferers to lift up their heads with 
expectation of quick relief, for more than 1700 years 
are paſſed. and no ſuch redemption has appeared, 
We may alſo obſerve, that theſe calamities, when 
the powers of heaven are to be ſhaken, are much 
more extenſive than thoſe of that day, which chictly 
affected the Jewiſh nation. There is to be upon the 
earth diſtreſs of natioas, and all the tribes of the earth 
are to mourn. | 

We muſt conclude then that our Lord refers to 2 
time not yet arrived; to events which are not yet 
accompliſhed, and with which the gathering of the 


lews, and the redemption of the Chriſtian church, 


from its preſent ſtate of corruption and depreſſion, 
are to be cloſely united. What is here called the 
darkening of the ſun and moon, the falling of the 
itars, and the ſhaking of the powers of heaven, ſeems 
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to be the ſame with what is deſcribed in I/a. xxiv. 
and three following chapters, when the Lord is to make 
the earth empty and waſte, and turn it upſide down, 
and puniſh leviathan the piercing ſerpent, and ſlay 
the dragon that is in the fea, previous to the gather— 
ing of the outcaits of Iſracl. It appears to be a def- 
cription, under other images, of the fame overthrow 
of the kingdoms of the world which was ihewn to 
Nebuchadnezzer (Dan. ii.), in bis viſion of the de- 
ſtruction of that image, which was a repreientation 
of the four great monarchies with which the fortunes 
of the church of God were to be eſpecially united, 
and which were to ſuccced each other in their domi- 
nion, and prevail till the coming of the kingdom of the 
Meſſiah; in which viſion he ſaw a ftone cut out with- 
out hands, that ſmote the image upon his feet. that 
were of iron and clay (that is as is underſtood by the 
explanation of the angel, verſe 41. the ten ſtates and 
kingdoms which were to grow out of the dominion 
of the fourth monarchy, the Roman weſtern empire), 
and break them to pieces. And the ſtone that ſmote 
the image became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth. This is the kingdom of Chriſt, which 
ſhall never be deſtroyed, but which, while it breaks 
in pieces all the kingdoms of the world that oppoſe 
it, ſhall ſtand for ever. 

Daniel had a viſion of this ſame overthrow of the 
kingdoms of the world, under the figure of the de- 
ſtruction of a beaſt with ten horns, which was ſlain, 
and his body deſtroyed and given to the burning 
flame, Dan. vii. 11 Joel allo, and all the prophets, 


have ſpoken of theſe times, when the Lord will plead | 


with all people, and command the fickle to be put 
in to reap the nations, Joel, iii. 13. 


When all this ſhall be effected, and thus the great 


obſtacles to Chriſt's kingdom of righteouineſs, peace, 
and joy, be removed out of the way, then ſhall appear 
the gn of the Son of Man in heaven, ver. 31. And he 
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ſhall ſend his angels, (his meſſengers, for though this 
word generally ſigniſies celeſtial ſpirits, who are often 
the meſſengers of God, yet the word is expreſſive of 
their office, not their nature,) He /hal! fend his meſſen- 
gers with a great found of a trumpet ( the goſpel trumpet) 
and gather teget her his elect from the faur winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other. Now the word of the Lord 
ſhall have free courſe and be glorified in the conver- 
ſion of all nations. The craft of oppreſſors and per- 
ſecutors being at an end, chriſtianity ſhall at once 
reſume its original charms, its progreſs, and its tri- 
umphs. | 

That the coming of the Lord may not be at a time 
when we are not expecting him, and conſequently, 
not prepared, he has delineated theſe ſigns, that, com- 
paring events with his word, his people may at that 
ſeaſon, particularly, be waiting in readinets to re- 
ceive him. Mhen ye ſhall fee all theſe things, ſays je- 
jus, know that it is near, even at the door —Fnow that 
the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. That is, when 
atter a long ſeaton of corruption, apoſtacy, and ſuf- 
fering, ye ſhall not only witneſs the uſual commo- 
tions of nations; but ſhall ſce mighty Kingdoms o- 
verturning ; and thoſe who, as the bright lumina- 
nes of mankind, have long ſhone in the political 
heavens, hurled from their exalted ſtations, and 
when theſe wonderful revolutions {hall not be par- 
tial but general, and be followed by a ſingular change 
in the face of religion and the fortunes of the Jewiſh 
nation, then know that the kingdom of God is nigh 
at hand, and fland prepared for it. 

What follows has been conſidered as forming a 


ſtrong objection againſt applying theſe predictions of 


our Lord to the latter days, and the miſinterpreta- 
tion of which has been, I think, the principal occa- 
hon of thoſe perplexities which pervade the inter- 


pretations of moſt of our commentators. Verſe 34, 


(lee alſo Mark xiii. 30. and Luke xxi. 32.) Verily 1 ſay 
| D 
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wnto you, this generation ſhall not paſs away, till all h 


fulfilled, Heaven and earth fhall paſs away, but my 


word ſhall not paſs away. When | came to theſe 
words, it ſtruck me, that what is rendered %s ge. 
zeration. mult be capable of ſome other rendering. 
On examination, the phraſe » ymz ar» (this gene- 
ration) appears to be very equivocal ; it may men 
nut only this ge, but this nation, progeny. family, 
ſtock, or rindred. In Gen. xlin. 7. and Numb. x. zo. 
what is rendered kindred, is in the LXX. 5wz, "The 
meaning of our Lord, therefore, appears to have 


been, 4 Though there are to be ſo many calamitics, 


ant although the Jewiſh people are to experience {9 
great a ſhare of them, and that for ſo long a time, 
yet, verily, 1 ſay unto you, this nation ſhail not pe- 
riſh till all be fulfilled, but ſhall be preſerved a diſ- 
tint people. and of the truth of this you may reſt 
aſſured. for heaven and earth ſhall periſh, but my 
word ſhall not fail of being fulfilled,” 

And that this is the meaning of theſe words of 
our Lord, was the opinion of the learned Mr. Mede, 
Dr. Sykes, and others of eminent name*, Now this 
interpretation being admitted, it obviates almoſt all 
the difficulty in underſtanding this intereſting dil- 
courſe of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Here our Lord ſubjoins a ſolemn charge to his 


followers. verſe 34—-36, of Luke xxi. Take heed to | 


your ſelves, leſt at any time your hearts be overcharged 
with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and cares of this liſe, 
and ſo that day cime upon you unawares, For as a ſnare 
(not thought of) ll it come upon all them that drwe!! 
on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye, therefore, and 
pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to cap: 


* See Mede's Works, p. 752. * The word generation is ambi- 
guous, 1 ſignifies not only tas, but gens, ratio, progenies, and ſo 
ought to be here taken, viz. Gens Judæorum non interibit, ine dul, 
omnia ha implentur ; the nation of the Jews fhould not periſh, tall al 
theſe things were ſulfilled.”? 


QI ws 
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all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, and to ſtand beſore 
the don of Man, 


hope I have not wearied your patience by tak- 


ing up ſo much of your tune in endeavouring to aſ- 
certain the true meaning of this intereſting diſcourſe 
of our common Lord and Saviour. U truit that you 
think with me, that theſe wonderful predictions are 
deſerving of the moſt diligent and devout attention, 
and eſpecially in the preſent day, when the anti- 
chriſtian kingdom has experienced ſo terrible an at- 
fault (19 matter by whim), and when the powers of 
heaven are ſhaking, and exhibiting the moſt fearful 
and unuſual lights. 


Prophecy, in general, is deſerving of more atten- 


tion than is grven to it, even by men of piety and 
learning. That the deiſtical and profane ſhould not 
only regiect, but ridicule, every thing of this kind, 
35 not to be wondered at; but that profeiling Chriſe 
tians, and men of ſenſe and ſeriouſneſs {eſpecially in 
times lixe the prefent) ſhould treat prophecy as 
ſcarcely Gelerving their notice, is very extraordinary 
indeed. What ſubject,“ as Dr. Rutherford ob- 
ſerves, in his Vrew cf Ancient Hiſtory, „can be more 
linking to a philoſophical, or a pious mind, than 
the contemplation of a long line of prophecies con- 
cerning the ancient nations, whole annals have been 
recorded,” And is it thus with reſpect to the pro- 
phecies in general, and the realization of them in 
ages paſt * Thoſe, then, which iflued from the ps 
ot Jeſus Chriſt certainly deſerve diſtinguiſlied reſpect; 
and the ſubject becomes vaſtly more intereſting and 
affecting, if we ourſelves are acting a Part in the 
great drama, witneſs the ſcenes of the fulfilment ot 
the divine predictions, and are able to aſcertain with 
any tolerable degree of preciſion, their inkant pro- 


greſs. In prophecy we diſcern not the policy of 
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men, but the councils of God. We behold the Sy- 
preme Being himſelf opening the volume of his di- 
vine decrees, and diſcloſing futurity to the world, 

In their fulfilment we ſee the proofs of the Being 
and Providence of Him who is wonderful in counſcl. 

and excellent in working; whoſe wiſdom is infinite, 
and who is greatly to be feared. To delineate before 
hand the hiſtory of following ages, to mark the cha- 

Tacter and deſtiny of nations unborn, and to ſtretch 
over opulent cities and flouriſhing kingdoms the lin- 
of confu ſton, and the plummet of emptrreſe, demonſtrates 
a preſcience which fills the mind with devout aſto- 
niſhment. To witneis ſcenes, delineated by the ac- 
curate pencil of inſpiration, many ages before we 
were born. inſpires the heart with the ſublimeit de- 
votion, and excites an homage which, while it hum- 
bles ſinful man in the duſt, aſſimilates his feelings 
and pleaſures to thoſe of the {ſuperior intelligence; 
before the throne of God, IW ho would not fear Thee, 
O Firg of Nations? for to Thee doth it appertain: 

But to return to our {abject : 

The latter part of this diſcourſe of our Lord, where 
he ſpeaks of the „gu to be in the ſun, in the mom, 
and in the ſtars, &c. appears evidently to refer to the 
calamities of the latter days, when the terrible judg- 
ments of God are to fall upon the nations as a pu- 
niſhment for their incorrigible continuance in wic- 
kedneſs, and obitinate ſupport of ſyſtems of hypo- 
criſy, war, and oppreſſion ; and which judgments 

will utterly extinguiſh all their ſplendour, diſſolve 
all their ſyſtems. and reduce them to the extreme: 
condition of affliction, preparatory to that happy 
ſtate of things which, under the ſuperior influence 
of the goſpel, is to ſpring out of this general ruin of 
the kingdoms of the world : And which happy ſtate 
of things! is called the kingdom of Gid, and of Chriſt, 

ow it becomes us candidly and ſeriouſly to conſider 
whether there be any reaſons to ſuppoſe that theſe 
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judgments are already begun to be poured out. 
Come they will, ſome time or other, and it may be 
now. Why not? From the ſingular and awful ap- 
pearance of things, it becomes us inſtantly to reflect 
on the part which we are acting, and to conſider 
what our fituation and proſpects are._lft we are 
leagued with antichriſt, and his fraternity of deſpots, 
for the ſupport of tyranny and corruption, againſt 
the Providence of God, which has determined their 
overthrow, our ruin, unleſs we immediately with- 
draw ourſelves and amend our doings, 1s inevitable, 

Let us now, for a few moments, fix our medita- 
tions on this ſolemn charge of our Lord and Maſter 
ſeſus Chriſt. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe things 


that ſhall come to paſs, and to ſland before the Son of 


Man. Happy will it be for thoſe who ſhall be found 
on the ſide of the King of kings; on the fide of truth 
and righteouſneſs, and whoſe hearts ſhall not be vi- 
tiated and perverted by intemperance, and the love 
of this preſent worid, which would make them for- 
getful of his promiſe. and diſpoſe them rather to fide 
with his enemies, with antichriſtian oppreſſors, than 
with him; happy will it be for thoſe, whoſe pure 
minds ſhall be watching for the coming of the Lord, 
and who, as ſervants waiting for their maſter, ſhall 
be ready to receive him. They ſhall be accounted 
worthy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to 
paſs, and to ſtand before the Son of Man. Not that 
every individual of the righteous. will efcape thoſe 
ſufferings which are here predicted, but, in general, 
there ſhall be a ſpecial providence to preſerve the 
godly ; the potſherds of the earth ſhall cath each o- 
ther to pieces, but the good ſhall be ſecured ; and 
whereas the weight of former woes has fallen on the 


Church, this laſt, which is to uſher in the Kingdom 


of God among men, ſhall ſpend its torrents of wrath 


on the heads of its enemies, and the enemies of 
Chriſt and his kingdom, 
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There are ſeaſons which are peculiarly fitted to a. 


waken us to thoughtfulneſs, and when it particular. 
ly becomes Chriſtians to turn their attention to what 
our Lord 1s here enforcing: and good and wiſe men, 
in all ages, have ever thought that thoſe ſpreading 
calamities, whether of war, famine, or peſtilence, 
which afflict and deſolate nations, ought to be con- 
ſidered as ſpecial warnings, to ſtir up all Chriſtians 
to increaſing watchfulneſs and prayer. I cannot 
help recollefting here ſome of thoſe pious and ani- 
mated exhortations to watchfulneſs and prayer, 
which ſeveral good men addreſſed to the Church of 
Chriſt, when, at the beginning of this century, wars 
aſclicted lo many nations of the earth. 

Dr. Increaſe Mather, in his Exhortatiens to Faith 
and Fervency in Prayer, publithed in 1710, conlider- 
cd the wars and calamities which then prevailed, as 
a loud call to the church and the nations to watch 
and be ready. © The providence of God,” fays he, 
p. 87. © at this day, is calling us to prayer. Great 
things are doing in the world. Wonderful revolu— 
tions there have been in our days, and greater are 
expected. Are not the nations in travailing pans ! 
We ſce the beginning of forrows ; are not the judg— 
ments of God abroad on the earth? The {word is 
devouring in many places, and in ſome the {amine 
and peitilence. 4A vial is pouring upon the earth, 
and if we conſider our ſtate, does it not call for 
prayer? What frowns of heaven have been upon 
us! and h much the more ſhould we be tervent in 
prayer as we ſee the day approaching, when the gio- 
rious Prophecies and promiles ſhall receive their 2c- 
complihment. We are aſſured that when the /axt/ 
trumpet, called alſo the ſecond woe, has done its work, 
the jeventh trumpet, called the third woe, will come 

uickiy, Now there is reaſon to hope that the ſe— 
cond woe is paſt, that is, that the Turk ſhall be no 
more ſuch a plague to the apoſtate Chriſtian worlc 
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as for ages paſt he has been. At the time when the 
ſecond woe paſſeth away there is to be a great carth- 
quake; in that earthquake, one of the ten Kingdoms, 
over which antichriſt has reigned, will fall. PThacrc 
is,” ſays he, p. 97, a great earthquake among the 
nations. May the kingdom of France be that fen 


part of the city which all fall! May we hear of a 


mighty revolution there! we ſhall then know that 
the kingdom of Chriſt is at hand.” Thus he pro- 
ceeds, ſhowing the ſigns of thoſe times, and urging 
them as arguments to prayer and watchtulneſs. 
And did wiſe and good men think that the circum» 
ſtances of thoſe days urged upon Chriſtians peculiar 
watchfulneſs and fervencv in prayer? and are there 
any among us who can eſteem exhortations to par- 
ticular attention to theſe duties unſeaſonable at this 
time, eſpecially if we have ſeen that fall of the 7enth 
part of Babylon the great; that mighty revolution in 
France, which men of eminent piety and fagacity, 
many years ago, conjectured from the prophecies, 
would be the prelude to the kingdom of Chriſt, and 
when wars and commotions ſhake ſo many kin gdoms 
and ſtates to their very foundations, and when the 
face of things in Europe has fo ſuddenly aflumed fo 
ingular and awful an aſpect? Surely not; it is at 
all times our duty to pray for the coming of the 
kingdom of God; for the proſperity of Zion; for 
the peace of our country; ; for the happineſs of all 
nations of men, and particularly for kings, and for all 
that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peace- 
able fife in all godlineſs and honeſty. Do we then en- 
tertain any faith in the promiſes reſpecting the king- 
dom of Chriſt, or have we any deſire to ſee theſe 


promiſes fulfilled? Are we at all concerned for the 


welfare of our country? Do we feel for the general 
intereſts of mankind ? It is our duty then, at © ſuch a 
time as this, to ſtir up ourſelves and others to watch 
and pray with redoubled fervency ; and, eſpecially, 
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left our Lord ſhould come in a day when we look 
not for him, and in an hour that we are not aware 
of, and ſhould cut us aſunder, and appoint us our 
portion with hypocrites. For as a ſnare ſhall it come 
on all the earth; and then ſhall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn. O that we may hearken to the Lord's 
commandment! then ſhall our peace be as a river, 
and our righteouſneſs as the waves of the fea. Then 
will God be our retuge and itrength, a very preſent 
help in trouble, Aud though the earth be removed, 
and though the mountains be carried into the midtt 
of the ſea; though the waters thereof roar and be 
_ troubled, and though the mountains ſhake with the 
ſwelling thereof, we need nat fear; for there is a 
river, the ſtreams whereof ſhall make glad the city 
of our God, and in the holy place of the tabernacles 
of the Moſt High ſhall the ſervants of God be hid, 
until his indignation be paſled. 
Watch and pray oiways. What are we here com- 
manded to watch and pray for? for the coming ot 
the kingdom of God, and that we may be ready. 
Numerous are the promiſes reſpecting the coming ot 
this kingdom. The kingdom under the whole hea- 


ven is to be his. It is as a grain of muſtard ſced, 


{mall in its beginning, but it is to grow and become 
a tree, whoſe branches are to ſhoot and ſpread to the 
ends of the earth, that all nations may take ſhelter 


under its ſhadow. All the ends of the earth ſhall re. 


member and turn unto the Lord, and all the kin- 
dreds of the nations ſhall worſhip before him. Then 
the houſe of Iſrael ſhall return and ſeek the Lord, 
and David their king, and the heathen ſhall be gi- 
ven for his inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of 
the carth for his poſſeſſion. | 

But previous to this happy and glorious tate of 
things, Jeſus Chriſt, as the anointed of his Father, is 
to come in his terrible judgments for the overthrow 
of his enemies, and the removal of all that which 
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ſtandeth in the way and hindereth. Antichriſt; and 
all his ſupporters, are to periſh. All the kingdoms 
on earth, which ſtand in oppoſition to the kingdom 
of Chriſt, are to be broken in pieces and conſumed, 
His enemies will be angry (Rev. xi. 18.), and mutter 
all their forces to oppoſe his providence ; and, as 
Joel expreſſes it (chap. iii.), they will beat their 
ploughthares into ſwords, and their pruning hooks 
into ſpears, and the weak will ſay, I am itrong. But 
all their armies will be but as fields of corn to be cut 
down, and as grapes of the vineyard to be trodden 
in the wine-preſs of the fierce anger of the Lord. 
And then ſhall it be known, when the work of judg- 
ment is conſummated, that the Lord dwelleth in Zion. 

It becomes the diſciples of Jefus Chrilt to exerciſe 
a lively faith in theſe promiſes, and to live in expec- 
tation of their fulfilment. Without this, the ex- 
hortation in the text will never be properly attend- 
ed to. Without this, we ſhall be ſo far from watch- 
ing and praying always, that we may be accounted 
worthy to eſcape all theſe things, and to ſtand before 
the Son of Man, that it is not to be expected but 
that our hearts will be overcharged with ſurfeitin 
and drunkenneſs, and cares of this life, and ſo that 
day come upon us unawares. Then, what wonder, 
if, inſtead of being among his friends, we are leagued 
with his enemies, or, at beſt, afleep- 

Watch ye always. Be wakeful, be attentive. Be 
as the good ſervant, who knowing not at what hour 
his lord will come, but conſtantly expecting him, is 
attentive to the diſcharge of his duty, diligently liſ- 
tening for his knock, that he may open the door 
immediately. | 

Our Lord cenſured the Sadducees and Phariſees, 
becauſe they did not diſcern thoſe ſigns of the times, 
which were ſufficient to inform them about his cha- 
racter and pretenſions. As theſe, compared with 
the writings of the prophets, would have been a 
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ſufficient guide to them in that day of Chriſt's hu- 
miliation, "lo we may be ſure, that ſigns will not be 
wanting to announce, to the attentive obſerver, the 
near approach of his coming in his glory. The duty 
ot all Chriſtians is to watch them as they riſe, and 
compare them with the infallible predictions of ! in- 
ſpiration. The words are ſhut up till the time & the 
end as ſpeaks the angel to Daniel) but then many 
are to run to and fro, 2nd knowledge 1s to be in- 
creafel. Tone of the wicked ſhall underſtand, but the 
wiſe ſhall under ſtand. 

But is it the duty of a// Chriſtians to watch and 
obſerve the appearance of thoſe {igns which our Lord 
has pointed out as the forerunners of the confum. 
mation of all things? This ſeems to be in a peculiar 
manner the duty of chriſtian miniſters. They arc 
eſpecially the Lord's watch-men, and he expects of 
them, particularly, that they be on the look-ont, 
that they may ſee the ſigns of their Lord's coming, 
and give the people warning. If they do this, they 
will deliver their own ſouls, whether the people will 
take warning or not; but if they ſleep, or ſeeing the 
ſword, blow not the trumpet, blood will be requir- 
ed at their hands. 

That the time is long, or that many have beer 
deceived, is neither a ſuſſicient reaſon to excuſe 
our neglect, nor a juſt occaſion for diſcourage- 
ment. "Chriſt has promifed to come. and com- 
manded us to watch and pray always for it. This 
is enough. But whence is it that ſo many have been 


diſapp ited, and that they have diſappointed others? 


It has been from miſtaking the figns which our } ord 
has ſpecified. It has been taken tor granted, (and 
chicfly from miſunderitanding the relation of the ſe- 
veral parts of this diſcourſe) that wars and rumours 
of wars, famines, peſtilences, and carthquakes, 
{imply conſidered, are to be the ſigns of the | or. 5 
approach, The political heavens pouring out their 
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ſtorms upon the earth, and the mere gliding of fiery 
meteors, have been miſtaken for the ſigns of the com- 
ing of the Lord. But he has ſuggeſted no ſuch 


thing, Thete were what were to fill up the interval 


from his aſcenſion to his coming in his glory, (Luke 
xxi. 9.) The commotions which are to be conſider- 
ed as the ſigns of his kingdom being near at hand, 
are to be different from all others that have ever 
been. It will be next to impoſlible for the attentive 
chriſtian to miſtake them, It is not only that there 
are to be florms and tempeſts, and that the political 
heavens are to pour out their wrath upon the earth ; 
or that their angry clouds are to daſh and conflict as 
uſual ; but the powers of heaven themtelyes are to 
be ſhaken, diſſolved, and paſs away; and the great 
luminaries thereof, are to fall ard be extingutthed. 
Theſe will be figns which will not be eaſily miſtaken, 
Whilſt then we guard againſt precipitance, let us 
beware of inattention and unfaithfulnelss F/atch 
always. 

But this is not all that the duty of watching in- 
cludes. 

We ſhall watch the ſigns of the times to very it- 
tle advantage, if, whilſt we do this, we do not, at 
the ſame time, watch over ourſelves. This cuty 
belongs to nations and to individuals. Let nations 
be vigilant in examining into their moral and politi- 
cal defects; and in earneſt to reform them. 1s there 
my thing in their laws, conſtitutions, and govefn- 
ments, which diſhonours God; which violates con- 
icience; which oppreſſes the ſubject ; which grinds 
the poor; which cheriſhes a diſpoſition to war, or 
which in any way promotes injury and bloodſhed? 
„ Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the evil of 
your doings, betore mine eyes, faith the Lord, ceac 
to do evil, learn to do well, {: ck judgment, relicve 
the oppreſſed, judge the fatherlels. plead for tie 
tdow,”” AS no one can have the hardinefs to lays 
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before Him that knoweth all things, that he has not 
much to repent of, and reform, much which de- 
ſerves puniſhment from the righteous judge of all ; 
1o, if our ſentiments are regulated by the holy and 


benevolent principles of chriſtianity, and not by the 


corrupt maxims of the world, we mult acknowledge 
that, as a nation, we have much to repent of and 
reform ; much which cries aloud for the rod of God's 
anger. Alas! What diſſipation and luxury; what 
bribery and corruption; what irrehgion and pro- 
faneneſs, pervades all ranks and degrees of men a- 
mongſt us! We are full and forget God, ** Whore- 
dom and wine take away the heart.” Whilſt the 
generality of the rich riot in their abundance, 

and are tyrannical, cruel, and oppreflive ; the ma- 


Jority of the poor are either idle and profligate, and 


difpoled to ſupport themſelves by fraud and rapine, 
or are finking under the weight of their calamities, 
ſtrangers to the influence both; of religion and the io. 
cial virtues: And as to the middle ranks of life, 
where the greateſt ſhare of virtue and piety has ever 
been to be found, how much are they infected with 
the follies and vices of the two extremes! Ihe hearts 
ot mott are overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunk- 
enneſs, and cares of this life. True, our“ mer- 
chants are princes, and our traffickers the honour- 


able of the earth ;** they poſleſs the riches and par- 


take the pride of theſe, but they have falſified the 
balances by deceit ;'”* they participate in the mean 
vices of the poor, Nor is this all. Our prophets 
commit adultery and walk in lies, they ſtrengthen 
the hands of evil doers, that none doth return from 
his wickedneſs.” How great is our pride and iniv- 
lence as a nation! How ready to plunge into all the 
horrors of war upon the moit trivial occaſions ! How 
little do we care for the miſeries of mankind | War 
has never been at our doors, nor rapine laid cur 
country waſte, and therefore our hearts are hardened 
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againſt the ſufferings of our fellow men, Our ſhouts 
of joy for thouſands ſlain, and for cities laid in ruins, 
have entered into the ears of the father of mercies ! 
What devaftation, flaughter, and death, has our 
pride and avarice united, carried from one end of 
the earth to the other ! 

But let us fix our attention for a few minutes on 
five or ſix of thoſe crimes, which, in the molt pro- 
per ſenſe, may be ſtyled national ; and the enormity 
of every one of which {though moſt of them are but 
little thought of) is enough to make us tremble for 
our fate, leſt a double portion of that cup which 1s 
going round to the nations, ſhould be apportioned 
to Us, 

The author of An eſtimate of the manners and prin- 
ciples of the times, who wrote forty years ago, enu- 
merating the few national virtues which then re- 
mained, was able to muſter three ; © the ſpirit of 
liberty, the ſpirit of humanity, and the pure admi- 
niſtration of juſtice.” As the ſpirit of liberty then 
continued to exiſt, though, as the author obſerves, 
not in all its vigour ; ſo now, though much palſied, 
it is not quite extindt And as to the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, the iſſue of the late ſtate trials has 
ſerved to ſtrengthen our opinion that the ſituation 
of the people of this country, with all their grievan- 
ces, may well be envied by many neighbouring na- 
tions; and that we ought to be as prudent in all our 
attempts for the reſtoration of our injured conſti- 
tution to its true principles, as zealous in our ex- 
ertions to diſappoint the machinations of its enemies 
by a timely reform But when the author beſtows 
ſuch unqualified praiſe on the humanity of the na- 
tion, he muſt have forgot that ſuch a ſyſtem of out- 
rage, oppreſſion, and murder, ſubſiſted as the /avz 
trade. 


Let us begin our examination into our national 


crimes, by conſidering this trafic in the fleſh and 
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blood of our fellow creatures, which is fanctioned 
by the laws of the land. Can any man of juſtice and 
bumanity think of it without horror; * if you are 
+ jullly ſhocked” (ſays a preacher on the laſt faſt,) 
„ by what you hear of the crueltizs practiſed in 
France, you would perhaps be ſhocked much 
+ more if you could fully conceive ot the evils and 
„ mileries inſepaable from this traffic, which, 1 ap- 
5+ pretend, not from hearſay, but from my own ob- 
+ ſervation, are equal in atrocity, and perhaps ſu- 
6 perior in number in a ſingle year to any, or all the 
„ wortt actions which have been known in France 
6 ſince the commencement of their revolution.” !; 
it thus? And is ons half of the evidence on this fub- 
ze, which has been given before the piivy cour.c:! 
and the houſe of commons, true? From whe ence 
then is it that we can, with an unbluſhing face, b: 
conflantly haranguing about French cruelty Sd i The 
religion? Whence is it that we flatter ourſelves with 
ultimate ſucceſs in this hitherto calamitous wa: he. 
caute our enemics are ſo wicked: 
Some attempts indeed have been made to ſupprels 
this iniquitous and bloody traffic. A momer.tary 
compunction ſeized the people, and a number of pe- 
titions were preſented to the legiſlature, praying tlas 
an end might be put to it. The public have ben 
amuſed with what parliament calls a gradual abol.- 
tion. The bill is ſent to the lords; they have tac 
tour days in a ſeſſion to examine evidence on a ſfcn— 
ident ſubject. It has been moved to defer the vir 
incls from week to week, and year to year. — But 
che uition fleeps. We have caſe our conicienc es, 
and are contented to leave the matter with rulcrs, 
without any farther efforts to quicken them in their 
duty. Ab, my countrymen: awake from your 
Lumbers. It is tre voice of God. , hat hatt thou 
done ? The voice of ny brother's blood crieth to me 
from the grouad! — When ye make many prayers | 
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will not hcar ; your hands are fall of blood!“ 
The French have let the oppreſſed go free, by eman- 
cipating, at once, all their ſlaves. What wonder, 1ce- 
ing that we refuſe todoit, if Providence ſhould make 
ule of them to break the heavy yoke from off the 
necks of thoſe whom we hold in bondage. by deli- 
vering into their hands all our Weſt India poſſeſiions, 
and thus accelerate the ruin of the Britiſh empire 
There 1s another national crime, .but too little 
thought of, and which prejudice and long uſe have 
diſpoſed the generality to eſteem, not only as not we- 
73 criminal, but as entially proper. | refer to 
church patronage, True, we have worn the yoke till 
we do not feel it: but our inſenſibility is our crime, 
Impoſe on us an apothecary, an attorney, a ſhoc- 
maker, a {hoe-black, and we ſhould all think our- 
ſelves oppreſſed, and complain aloud, and that juſt- 
ly ; but our ſpiritual intereſt is eſteemed as nothing. 
Almoſt every pariſh is robbed of the natural right of 
chooling its own paſtor. Numbers are in the gift of 
the Lord '/hancellor—a plentiful ſource of influence! 
Multitudes are in the gift of our gentry, male and 
female, who buy and fell them as any other proper - 
ty, and thus transfer to any, who have money to 
purchaſe, the deareſt concerns of the conſciences and 
fouls of men, and this with as little ſcrupulotity as 
they ſell their cattle. Some are in the gift of our 
bilkops. colleges, and chapters; but let the preſen- 
tation be lodged wherever it may, to the ex-lution 
of the choice of the people. {till men are robbed of 
their ceareſt and moſt important right, the right of 
chooling their own infiructors in things which be- 
long to their eternal ſalvation, and are obliged to re- 
ceive and pay him whois impoſed upon them, however 
unſit for the office of a ſpiritual guide. Here a wide 
door is opened for filling our churcizes with the 
moſt dangerous of hypocrites, with men who are 2 
aſgrace to their profeſſion: who have no object but 
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the fleece; who have no pretenſions but thelr inte. 
reſt with the patron ; who care nothing for the peg. 
ple; who diſgrace Chriſtianity ; hinder, inſtead of 
forwarding, moral improvement, and occaſion the 
growth of irreligion and infidelity. This 1s one of 
the chief cvils which has retarded the progreſs of 
Chriſtianity. Aſſuming an zmpoſing power in the chu th 
conſtitutes the life and ſoul of antichriſt; it becomes 
us, therefore, diſpaſlionately to inquire whether, 
or not, we have thus long retained one of the prin. 
cipal characteriſtics of that monſter which we ſhould 
do well to get rid of? 
Tt is in vain that we ſeek for the juſtification of 
eccleſiaſtical patronage in ancient practice; that we 
trace its authority to the novels of Juſtinian, or to 
the times of Con/tantine. It is neither of Chriſt. nor 
of reaſon. This, and many other corruptions of the 
like nature, God, in his righteous judgment, was 
pleaſed to permit in the times of darkneſs, as a pu- 
niſhment en the world for not receiving the love of 
the truth. But neither the moral nor the political 
evils of this practice are the leſs for this permiſſion. 
Its tendency 1s to introduce and keep up an 1gnorant, 
idle, and ungodly miniſtry. It is of the ſame ſtock 
with feudal ſuperiority and vailalage; and as much 
more criminal than that ſyſtem of tyranny, as domi- 
nation over men, in their ſpiritual and eternal con- 
cerns, is a more daring encroachment on the prero- 
gatives of God, than aſſuming deipotic controul over 
their bodies and civil intereſts. Ihus the moſt cor- 
rupt and wicked of mankind (if not declared papiſts) 
have the power of dictating in the church of God, 
in a matter of the utmoſt importance to the intereſts 
of Chriſtianity ; to the inſtruction of the ignorant; 
the comfort of the afflicted, and the credit of reli- 
gion. Not only did many oi the pious reformers 
complain heavily of this bondage, but even that 
molt corrupt aflembly, the council of Trent, was 0- 
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bliged to acknowledge the injury it occaſioned. 1 he 
intereſted, the prejudiced, and the careleis, may 
think as they pleaſe on this head; they may think 
that theſe ſentiments are dictated by weakneſs. and 
worthy only of an enthuſiaſt; but the wileſt and 
beſt men that have lived, both in the eſtabliſhed 
church and out of it, have ever Jooxed upon this 
power of impoſing paſtors on the church as à great 
evil that mult, in the end, bring ruin upon the com- 
munities which ſanction and practiſe it. 

The next national fin which { {all call to your re- 
collection is the groſs projtitution of the ſacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper, by converting it into a qualification 
for the holding of civil and military offices. It is 
an impious profanation of one of the moſt folemn 
ordinances of the Chriſtian religion. Is Chriſtianity 
from heaven, or is it only of human invention, fit 
to be converted into an. engine of ſtate, and an in- 
ſtrument of oppreſſion? The command of Jeſus 
Chriſt is, “ Do this in remembrance of me.” When 
we attend upon this Chriſtian inſtitution, it ſhould 
be to remember the death of the Meſſiah, and to 
ſhew it forth; it ihould be to cxpreſs our faith in 
him, as our Lord and Saviour, and our devotion to 
his ſervice. Its deſign is purely of a religious na- 
ture. The objects to which it directs our minds are 
altogether ſpiritual; redemption through the blood 
of Chriſt; the forgiveneſs of ſins; the way of peace 
with God; ; the hope of eternal life. The requilite 
qualifications are faith and repentance, and it is de- 
clared that Whoſoever ſhall cat this bread, and 
drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guil- 
ty of the body and blood of the Lord : For he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink- 
eth condemnation to himſelf.“ This is the doctrine 
of the New Teſtament, which we profeſs to reve- 
rence as from God. But what ſays the law of this 


country? I ſay of this country, for in no other in 
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the world is it proſtituted as here. Our law com. 
mands this ſacrament to be taken for purpoſes very 
foreign from the original deſign; ſome of them are 
extremely ridiculous, and all of them worldly. It 
is made a qualification for gauging beer-barrels and 
foap boilers; for directing the commercial concerns 
o trading companies: in a word, for holding any 
civil or military office of honour, truſt, or profit, 
under the government of Great Britain. And all this 
to ſerve the intereſis of a party. Thus religion is 
degraded, and that ordinance, which was, among 
other thinzs 53, intended to be a mein of the commu- 
nion of faints, is Converted into an inſtrument of un- 
charitableneſs and diſunion. Thus (as a worthy mini- 
{ter of the eſtabliſhed church has exprefled it} © we 
frequently ſee profefied infidels and notorious liber- 
tines approach the Lord's table as a matter of courſe, 
and proſtitute the moſt ſolemn ordinance of Chritti- 
anity to their ambition and intereſt. Ihe great num» 
ber and variety of appointments, civil and mul; tary, 
which cannot be legally potlefied without this quali- 
fication, render the enormity almoſt as common as 
it is heinons. If the Lord be a God of knowledge, 
he cannot be deceived ; if he he a God of truth and 
holineſs, he will not be mocked. I am afraid we 
have been long guilty of the contemptuous profaua- 
tion of the body and blood of Chritt.”? 

Another national ſin to be repecnted of and reform» 
ed, or, on account of which, we muſt expect the 
marks of God's anger, is ferfury, Thongh hat pro- 
tane curling and ſweaming, which ſo much abounds 
in this laud, and which ſo cliſgraces common con- 
verſation, is a grievous crime, and ſerves much to 
increaſe the aggregate ot our national guilt, and may 
well fill us with painful apprehe -nfions : yet there 1s 
another fort of {we caring which may more properiy 
be tif a national ir. Bow inconſiderately, aud 
how needletaly: are oaths multiplied! The Eterna! 
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is appealed to upon the moſt trivial occaſions; and, 


if we are to give credit to accounts from cuſtom- 
houſes, exciſe- offices, &c. in many caſes wherein, to 
ay the leaſt, it is next to impoſſible not to be in- 
ſnared. *© A cuſtem-houfe cath” is proverbial for that 
which means nothing. Beſides this, with, what hur- 
ry, careleſſneis, and trifling, are oaths adminiſtered 
on the moſt folemn occaſions! How irreverently ta- 
ken; and with what little ſcrupuloſity broken! 


Vecauſe of ſwearing the land mourneth.” 


And thall we leave unnoticed that alienation from 
the genuine principles of the reformation which ſo 
much prevails among proteſtants in general, and in 
this country in particular? It is I think to be rec- 
koned among our great national fins, To ſay no- 
thing of the poor and uninformed, whoſe want of 
any fixed principles on this head is, in 2 great mea- 
ſure, to be charged to the account of their teachers, 
how large a portion of our clergy, and what multi- 
tudes of the laity among the higher ranks, are there 
who ſeem to think nothing more af religion than as 
it is an eſtabliſhment in different countries? Hence 
it is that we hear ſo much from our pulpits, from 
the treaſury bench, and from other quarters, about 
the impiety and facrilege of the French (tiyled by 
our biſhops, “ Apoltates from the truth“) in ovecr- 
turning the altars of religion, deſtroying venerable 
inſtitutions, and ſeizing thoſe ſacred riches which 
the piety of ages had devoted to holy utes Hence 
it is that proteſtants think that they do well to pur- 
ſue meaſures which, it cither the dictates of icrip- 
ture, of reaſon, or of our ettabliſhed church, are to 


be regarded, are pregnant with the molt awful rum: 


meaſures which every genuine and enlightened friend 
of chriſtianity, of proteſtantiſm, of liberty, ot our 
king and country, mutt deprecate as the moſt mad, 
injurious, and impious. And whence can it be but 
krom ignorance of the fir{t principles of ꝓroteſtant- 
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iim, and of the infpired denunciations againſt the 
whore of Babylon and her allies; or from an utter 
dereliction from the former and diſbelief of the Jat- 
ter, that almoſt all can hear without concern, and 
many with ſatisfaction, of treaties for the defence of 
all Italy; and of Englith ſoldiers being ſtationed at 
Rome as a body-guard to the pope ?—(I do not a- 
vouch for the truth of the fact) Whence elſe can it 
be that ſo many, inſtead of expreſſing either grief or 
ſurpriſe, ſeem rather to glory in the honours of their 
country, when they read in the public prints, of the 
return of a detachment of dragoons from that poſt 
of ſpecial honour, adorned with all the diſtinctions 
which his holineſs could confer; and not only dil- 
playing colours conſecrated by the pontifical bene- 
diction ; but bearing medals glittering with a legend 
dictated by infallibility, * Rome ſaved by Britiſh 
cannon ?”—1s this all true? Oris it an invention by 
Which to feel the pulſe of the nation? In either caſe 
the temper of the times is manifeſted, and the con- 
cluſion is the ſame. - Inſpiration has ſaid, (Rev. 
Xviii. 4.) Come out of her, my people, that ye 
be not partakers of her ſins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues, for her fins have reached unto hea- 
ven, and God hath remembered her iniquities;“ but 
we have learned heroically to deſpiſe the warning, 
and ſeem willing to abide by the conſequence of 1up- 
porting the holy, apoſtolical, popiſh church, or what 
our betters call Religion he Truth / / 

The giving and taking of bribes is another of our 
national fins, and the progreis of which is alarming. 
It has already made preat advances in {apping the 
foundation of cur liberties ; ard threatens the entire 
deſtruction of all that is good in our conſtitution 
and government. | 5 

The love of bribes is not, as might be ſuppoſed, 
confiued to the lower and baſer fort of people, whote 
poverty and mean education might be pleaded (if 
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zny thing could be pleaded) as ſome excuſe for their 
deviation from the path of honour and virtue; but 
it prevails through every gradation of the ſocial ſcale; ; 
neither prieſt nor people are free; no department, 

no rank, no fortune, 1s ſecure from the foul conta- 
mination. Who has not heard of that ſyſtem of 
bribery practiſed at elections, and of that aſcendan- 
cy which the cabinet obtains over every diſtrict of 
the land, by means of places, penſions, contracts, 
and a long et cœtera of means of corruption? Who 
has not had opportunities of witneſſing, or hearing 
of thoſe practiſes and frauds of office, by which im- 
menſe fortunes are rapidly accumulated by the un- 
worthieſt characters? We ſhould not, perhaps, ex- 
aggerate the matter, if we were to ſay that our tax- 


us are ſeveral millions a year more than would be 


neceſſary to ſupport the beſt government, in virtu- 
ous hands, over a virtuous people. Hence our gra- 
cious ſovereign every time he meets his parliament, 
is conſtrained to lament the heavy burdens which he 
upon his people. Heavy indeed! and if ſympathy 
obliges him to lament them, how ſeverely mutt we 
feel them! Whence the evil originates, and who the 
chief occaſion of our preſent ſufferings and impend- 
ing dangers are, it is not hard to determine. Bribe— 
ry and corruption are at the root of all our grievan- 
ces, and it is a ſure mark of the great degree of de- 
pravity to which this nation is arrived, and a fatal 
ſymptom of what awaits us, when we not only ſee 
the greater part of the people witneſting this corrup- 


tion with the moſt calm indifference, but hear mul- 


titudes pleading for it under the ſoftened appellation 
of neceſſary in/luence ; or ii they complain of the con- 
ſequences, when they perceive them to effect them» 
ſelves, yet approye the Principle, and only repine 
that they cannot ſhare in the depredation. tow 
few arc they who, it they had an opportunity, would 


not Join to betray the cauſe of UNITY; and ſell their 
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country for gold! * A gift blindeth the wiſe.” And 
3s there nothing, from the prevalence of this vice, 
to excite in us any painful fears ? It doubtleſs works 
its own puniſhment ; but let us not forget the pro- 
vidence of God, which directs all cauſes to their ef. 
fects, all means to their ends. Was the prophet 
commiſlioned to ſay to God's favoured nation, (Mi- 
cali iii. 1-12.) They build up Zion with blood, 
and Jeruſalem with iniquity, The heads thereof 
judge tor reward, and the prieſts thereof teach for 
hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money; 
yet will they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, Is not 
the Lord among us? None evil can come upon us, 
Therefore ithatl Lion, for your ſake, be ploughed as 
1 Held, and ſcruſalem {hall become heaps, and the 
mountain of the houſe as the high places of the fo- 
reſt!“ What right then have we to expect a conti- 
Nuance of proſperity, if we imitate their crimes ! 
Shall the order of the divine government be violat- 
ed in favour of our preſumption ? No. “ Fire ſhall 
conſume the tabernacles oft bribery.” 

We might enter into the conſideration of a great 
many more enormous vices, which mult be conf— 
dered, not only as the crimes of individuals, but, 
in the propereſt ſenſe, as national ſins; but | am 4. 
fraid of provoking your impatience, „hen it 15 10 
neceſſarꝝy to conciliate your attention: yet ſecing 
that examination into our national errors is ſo im- 
portant a part of this watchtulneſs which our Lord 
enjoins, and ſo effential to our eſcaping the divine 
judgments, let us not omit to exainine "whether our 
national guilt be, or be not, increaſed, by our en- 
gaging in this preſent War. 

That this nation has ever been too apt to plunge it. 
{elf into wars, and too obſtinate in lengthening them 
out, is a truth Which cannot well be controverted?, 


* Oat of the niuety-ſour years which have paſſed of this century, 
this country has ſpent forty-one in war; expended about four huts 


y. 


Te 
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And if credible teſtimony is to be regarded, our 


pride, and aſſuming domineering conduct, has made 
many of the ſurrounding nations, beſides the French, 
wiſh for the day of our humiliation. —But, though 
this may be the caſe, yet ſeeing that almoſt all the 

owers of Europe are now engaged in the {ame cauſe 
with ourſelves, the conqueſt of France, and the re- 
ſtoration of monarchy and religion * there, may not 
this be aſſumed in proof of the juſtneſs of cur cauſe 


in the preſent conteſt? At any rate we may expect, 


at the bar of our neighbours, to be acquitted of all 
criminality. This may ſatisfy the conſciences of 
corrupt politicians; but Jet us remember that the 
number of offenders, however great, cannot alter 
the nature of things, and convert crimes into virtues; 
nor forget that there 1s a higher tribunal, to which 
nations are accountable, than the concert of princes 


at Pilnitz ; and that it therefore becomes us to exa- 


mine our ways, and ſee that we do not fill up the 
meaſure of our guilt by running with the multitude 
to do evil. 

Before we take another ſep in this calamitous 
war, it becomes us ſeriouſly to inquire whether there 
were ſufficient reaſoas to juſtify our entering into it; 
or, having proceeded thus far, whether it is becom- 
ing wiſe, and ſafe, in oppoſition to all the ſingular 
rebukes of Providence which we have experienced, 
and in ſpite of the diſaſters which threaten us on e- 
very fide, to perſiſt in the proſecution of it, and to 
provoke additional fury by needleſs abuſe, and by 


reſolutions againſt negociation? 


dred and twenty millions of money; and incurred a debt of near 
three hundred millions. | 

* We are ſaid to be fighting for religion. For what religion ? 
Chriſtianity or Popery ? Popery may be reſtored, as it was firſt e- 
ſtabliſned, by the ſword ; but the religion of Jeſus Chriſt calls for 
other weapons than thoſe which are carnal. Its Founder has teſti- 
hed, that . all they that take the ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword.” 


( 2p ) 


When the French nation, unable any longer ta 
ſupport the perſecutions and oppreſſions of their old 
deſpotic government*, reſolved on a revolution, did 
we view 1ts progreſs with an evil eye, fearing leſt the 
diffufion of liberty and happineſs ihould affect our 
commercial intereſts; as though we would rather 
that popery and deſpotiſm ſhould bind all nations in 
everlaſting bondage, than any ſhould ſhare in our 
proſperity ? It muſt indeed be allowed, that many 
rejoiced in the pleaſing proſpect which that event o- 
pened to the eye of humanity, but it is alſo true, I 
believe, that multitudes of our commercial men re- 
pined at it. Is the indulgence of ſuch a ſpirit wor- 
thy of Chriltians ? Is it not to proclaim to the world 


that our avarice, our rage for commerce, has era- 


dicated from our minds every generous ſentiment, 
and rendered us unworthy of liberty? — When 
France was rent by internal commotions, and pow- 
erfully attacked by its execrable neighbours, and 
hence ſuppoſed to be unable to afford ſuccour to its 
foreign dependencies, did thouſands then look for- 
ward to a rupture with avidity, as to an event which 


would throw all their Faſt and Weſt India poſſeſ- 


ſions into our hands, and open to us new ſources, 
at little hazard and expence, for the gratification of 
our favourite paſſion ? How wicked! And is this 
paſſion for commerce, this avidity after wealth, as a 
mean for the gratification of our pride and luxury, 
become the all-inſpiring ſpirit which pervades and a- 
nimates this nation? Has it already plundered every 
corner of the globe ; converted the once peaceful 
and fertile ſhores of Africa into a theatre of crimes, 
or a habitation for wild beaſts; deluged the Eaſt 
with the blood of millions, and nearly extirpated all 
the original inhabitants of the Weſt? And is it ne- 


* Some ſamples of the oppreſſion, civil and religious, of the old 
W government, may be ſcen in the Firſt Part of the Signs of 
the Times. 
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yer to be ſtopped in its career, till it has engroſſed, 
for our gratification, all the treaſures of nature. and 
humbled, or extirpated, all the nations of the earth 
which refuſe to ſacrifice to our pride, avarice, and 
luxury? It does not require the ſpirit of prophecy 
to forte] what awaits us, without repentance, Our 
vices are ſuch, if we may reaton from analogy and 
facts, as render miracles unnecellary, not only for 
our chaſtiſement, but for our deſtruction. Vet what 
wonder, if, to haſten our cataſtrophe, He, who 
from the heavens beholds the ways of men, and 
bringeth the devices of the wicked to nought, ſhould 
in judgment, “ make our counſellors mad, turn 
our wiſe men backward, and make their knowledge 
fooliſh.” ——But to purtue our inquiries, 

When the King of the French was accuſed of 
breaking the oath which he had once and again vo- 
Juntarily taken to maintain the new conſtitution ;— 
when he was accuſed of attempting to reitore him- 
ſelf to his old arbitrary power, and, as a means of 
forwarding his ſuppoſed treacherous enterprize, of 
playing into the hands of the enemy, and of encou- 
raging the invaſion of his country ; and, being pro- 
nounced guilty, was brought to the ſcaſfold (though 
we might pity his misfortunes, or even think him 
treated with injuſtice and cruelty, yet), was it right 


and juſt in the ſight of God, to join in a combina- 


tion, with German tyrants, to plunge all Europe 
into the horrors of war, and 1acritice, not only mil- 
lions of money, but the happineſs and lives of mil- 
lions of our fellow-creatures, for the ſake of one 
man, or to avenge the quarrel of royalty ? When 
weary of the crimes of their old monarchy (the out- 
rages of which, under one dynalty, they had endur- 
ed for eight centuries), and ſuſpicious of monarchy 
under every modification, they determined to adopt 
a repreſentative form of government, and try whe- 
ther that would not be more conducive to the na- 
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tional happineſs (whether they were right or wron 

has nothing to do with the queſtion;) did this na- 
tion act worthy of its character, to join itſelt in a 
combination with deſpotic and popith princes, with 
whom the reſtoration of the old abſolute monarchy, 
and of the former ſtate of things in religion, was the 
fine qua non of peace*? For whatever we may fay a- 
bort the -cheldt and the detence of our ally the 
Dutch (who never aſxed or wiſhed for our interfer- 
ence,) was not this to commit ourſelves, in viola- 
tion of all the principles of our conſtitution and re- 
ligion, as the champions of tyranny and popery '— 

V\ hen famine threatened them, was it politic or juſt, 
contrary to a ſubſiſting treaty, to prohibit our mer- 
chants from ſupplying them with corn, (and them 
alone) winlit they were permitted to ſupply their e- 
nemics? Was not this a manifeſtation of the moſt 
hofiile intentions, and to provoke war? Did we ur» 
der their ambaſſador, with every circumſtance of in- 
ſuit. to quit this country? And when an extraordi— 
nary deputy was ſent to endeavour to preſerve our 
neutrality, was he refuſed a hearing, and command- 
ed inſtantly to depart the kingdom? M hen, by giv- 
ing to our court ſuch an interpretation of they de- 
crce of fraternization as might explain away what 
had occaſioned offence, they endeavoured to prevent 
a rupture, did our miniſtry repel every attempt at 
accommodation, and treat the" infant republic 
with all the contempt in their power? At whote 
door dots the guilt of the war lie ? This nation was 
juitly affe nded at the unqualified generality of te 
decree of fraternization, Nov. 19, 1792 3 but the 
explanation which was offered to qualify that cecree 


* Oa the gth of April, 1793, the Prince of Saxe Cobourg Fu. 
bliſned a manifeſto in favour of the conſtitution o! 1789, 90, ad 
9; but, four days aſterwards, his ſuperiors obliged hum 0 15 Ke 
that manifeſto, by publiſhing their diſavowal of it. This lors 8 


complete proot of the imentions of cur confederates. 


. 


dught to have been accepted as an amende honorable, 
and thus all the miſeries and calamities of war would 
have been prevented; but as it our pride had intoxi- 
cated us with ideas of our omnipotence, and as tho? 
reſolved on war at any rate, we ſpurned all expla- 
nation, all conceſſion ; and then, becauſe the French 
did not ſtand {till to give us time to attack them to 
advantage, we ſuffered ourſelves to be pertuacied by 
thoſe who had the effrontery to aflert it, that they 
commenced againit us an unproveked war, and that 
we were forced to take up arins for ſelt- defence. If 
we are deceived, is it not becauſe we wilh to be de- 
ceived? * | 


* « France could not have ary intereſt in diſturbing the peace 
of any of their neighbours. When the ſtates of Brabant, by their 
plenipotentiary M. Vandernoot, requeſted the afliftance of France 
in ſupport of their claims of emancipation from the dominion of the 
cmperor, the National &4fembly totally refuſed all aid and interfe- 
rence, It was not till after the year 1791, when the emperor Leo- 
pold began to negociate a general confederacy of the powers of Eu- 
zope againſt the new conſtitution ot France, the National Atlem- 
diy took up with rage, the cauſe of Belgic liberty. 

% Nor was it till they ſaw this country preparing for war, nor 
till we had broken the commercial treaty by ſtopping their ſhips, 
dor till we had diſmiſſed their ambaſſadors with every mark of in- 
dignity, refuſing to hear them; nor till the miniſtry and their party 
poured forth torrents of abuſe, and maniteſted a determined hoſtility ; 
it was not till after this, that they declared war. 
Confederacies of European powers were formed for the deſtruc- 
ion of the new conſtitution of France, and for the partition of its ter- 
itory long before any hoſtile preparations on the part of France. 
"he treaty of Pavia was on the 6th of July 1791; the convention of 
Yilnitz on the 26th of Auguſt 1791, and various other preparatory 
treaties on the part of the fovereigns of Europe were formed in the 
year 1791. Ot all tncle matters, explanations were demandcd on the 
part of France and-retuiled by the combined powers, and (according 
to the cuſtoms of nations,) France declared war upon the refuſal of 
various neceſſary explanations, ſuch as the cauſe of armame.1ts by the 
combined powers; the coalition with the French emigrants ; ſepply- 
ang them with arms, &c,—France did not declare war againſt the em- 
Þ-ror till April 1792. Their forbearance was more than is common, 
Their promptitude of defence was not to be compared to that of our 
miniltry in 1756, when 2500 ſeamen were taken from the French 
before the declaration of war.“ —1ſarilry's Argument cn the French 
Revelutions 
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But beſides all this, have we ſuffered ourſelves, by 
miſrepreſentations of facts, and by falſe alarms, ex- 
cited by intereſted men, to be worked up into ſuch 
a frenzy of reſentment, as not only to be unconcern- 
ed for all the blood and miſery winch marks the pro. 
greſs of this horrible war; but to hazard all our li- 
berties, and even our political exiſtence for the gra- 
tilication of our paſſions, in the ſubjugation or ex- 
tirpation of the French? lf it be thus, great is our 
guilt, and we have reaſon to fear leſt providence 
ſhould cauſe the meditated miſchief to recoil upon our- 
ſelves. O that our immediate repentance may pre- 
vent this! But alas! nothing but deſpair ſeems to 
preſent itſelf; though opportunity after opportuni- 
ty has offered, when, wich the belt grace imagina- 
ble, we micht have made advances towards peace, 
and become the arbiters of Europe, the friends, and 
not the ſcourge of our kind; yet we have ſcorned 
it away, France at this moment, {even though ſhe 
returns abuſe for abuſe,) by the ſyſtem of modera- 
tion which ſhe has adopted, and the declarations 
ſhe pubſiſhes, opens to us a door for negociation, 
but we perſiſt in thoſe meaſures which have brought 
us to the brink of ruin, refuſe even to ſay what the 
object of the war 1s, and thus, as though pride and 
obitinacy had driven us mad, and rendered us re- 
gardleſs of the miſeries of our ſpecies, and of all that 
1s 4 to ourſelves, as men and as Britons we unite 
an, irritate a formidable enemy already too much 
ed 

And why all this! ? Is the war in which we are en- 
gaged a war in defence of our deareſt rights, liberties 
and intereſts ; or is it the war of continental kings 
aid priefts, againſt the rights and liberties of man- 
kind ? Is it a war, not only to ſubjugate the French 
and divide their territory, but, to intimidate all o- 
ther nations from imitating their reſiſtance of op- 
p. eſſion, aud from Caring to attempt any thing a- 


. 
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gainſt the will and prerogatives of their ſovereigns, 
or the intereſt of the eſtabliſhed prieſthoods ; and 
thus eternally to rivet the chains which bind them ; 
and not only prevent the advancement of mankind to 
the perfect day of reaſon and truth; but to plunge 
them back into that Egyptian darknets, from whence 
they have been {lowly emerging for the three laſt 


| centuries. 


And does the providence of God appear to be 
fulfilling thoſe predictions which all proteſtants have 
long been taught to conſider as referring to the final 
overthrow of papal ſuperſtitions, corruptions, and 
tyrannies ? And are we /—proteſtants -a free and en- 
ightened people ?—engaged as principals in a war, the 
immediate tendency of which, if ſucceſsful, is to 
keep popery and prieſtcratt from falling, and to ſup- 
port idolatry, perſecution, and deſpotiſm? Tell it 
not in Gath ! A greater crime, or a more dangerous 
undertaking, cannot be imagined | Without a ſpeed 
change of meaſures, how will the people be able to 
forgive thoſe who have betrayed their King and 
country into ſo diſhonourable and perilous a ſitu- 
ation ? $7 
And do we, my countrymen, ſee the errors and 
dangers of this war, ſo raſhly begun, and ſo obſti- 
nately perſiſted in? and do we apprehend it to be 
unjuſt and impious in the extreme, as well as dan- 
gerous to the liberty and peace of mankind in gene- 
ral, and to ours in particular, and yet hold our 
peace, without doing what the laws of our country 
make it our duty to do, and aſſure us of protection 
in doing; without exerting ourſelves to the utmoſt 
to put an end to it? Whence our ſilence? Have 
the creatures of corruption ſuccecacd ſo far as to at- 
{right us from all love of liberty, from all reſpect to 
juſtice, and from all regard to our own and our 
children's welfare? Are we too ſupine, and indif- 
ferent, and cowardly, even to lift up our voice a- 
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gainſt the enemies of mankind, for the ſalvation of 
Hur country, and for the reſcue of liberty and truth 
irom the hands of aſſaſſins? If fo, fin lieth at our 
door; we are the accomplices of the greater criminals, 
and mult expect to ſhare in the general retribution. 
And here, my countrymen, let me put in one 
word reſpecting that political reform (a reform in the 
repreſentation of the people eſpecially), which is ei- 
{ential to the preſervation of our deareſt rights, and 
fo averting from us unſpcakahle evils. If we have 
110 hope of this deſirable ieform. where does the 
blame lie? Does it not he with the people ? Have 
we uicd the means which the conſtitution preſcribes ? 
vome few ſocieties kave preſented addrefles and pe- 
titions on this head; but the maſs of the people 
have been ſilent, or only mui mured in ſecret without 
exertion, Let the counties, cities, and towns, and 
{ocictics in every corner of the land, aflemble and 
expreſs their with for a thorough reform ; ; and 1n a 
:tyle which the vaſt Importance of the ſubject de- 
mands, and we may then hope to ſee an cficctua! 
and peaceable one take place, and not tremble for 
the direful coniequences ot a revolution —— It las 
been ſaid, that it is not to be cxpected that corrup- 
tion will reform itſelf Let us hope that this argu— 
ment is mote {pecious than ſolid. Though the cor- 
rupt may not w6luntarily reform themſelves, yet | 
cannot help believing, that if the great body of thc 
people were to expreis themſelves firmly, though re- 
tpectfully, on this ſubject, it would be attended to, 
and our country would be faved from ten thoutlanc 
evils which will otherwiſe come upon it,—1 repeat 
it. If we have no reform, does not the fault lie with 
the people? We are perpetually ſighing forth our 


withes, and pouring forth our murmurs and come 


Tlamts by our ſire ſides, and in every little ſocial cir- 
cle, when we ought to aſſemble and make them 
heard where only our grievances can be redreſſe 
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 Þ without miſchief. This ſupineneſs muſt have a cauſe; 
| thai cauſe, | fear, is extremely criminal. But it is 
time to bring to a concluſion theſe afflicting inqui- 
ries 

Ferue the national fins which we have been con- 
ſidering are compared with what might be brought 
forward. but few yet theſe are ſufficient to humble 
us in our own eſteem. and to convince all conſiderate 
people that the conſequences of this ſingular war, 
which appears to tend to no common iſſue, are 
much to be feared But, alas | how inſenſible are the 
: generality both of the nature and magnitude of our 
ins, and »f the imminence of our danger! With 
ul this guilt that lies upon us, like thoſe of old, who 
e amuſed themſelves with the mummery of hypocriſy, 
we ſay, Peace, peace, the temple of the Lord are 
we.” Forgetting the denunciations againſt proud 
Tyre, the "merchant city, and the judgments by 
which ſhe was overthrown (Ita. xxiii. Ezek. xxvii. 
XXVIii.), we ſav, De ſolations may ſweep the earth, 
but our fea girt ifle is ſafe from the deſtruction. Our 
navy is 1nvincible. Our feat is in the midſt of 
the ſeas, and we ſhall ſce no forrow,?——lIntatuated 
people thy 1owers have brought thee into 
great waters. He who broke Tyre, in the nndit 
of the feas, has other Nebuchadnezzars, other 
alexanders, and other tempeſts to bicak thee 
allo. Humiliation and repentance become ſo ſintul 
e- Ia nation as this, and not haughtineſs and confidence; 
o, to de precate the divine judg ments from oui ſelves, 
and not to imprecate vengeance on others, is our 
a: duty. Nothing but repentance, and a ſpeedy retor- 
th mation, both moral and political. can afford us any 
ur well grounded hope of a long continuance ot ſafety. 
m- What reaſons are there for fear: ing that our violent 
ir- dealir gs will ſoon come down upon our own heads ! 
mm 1he he: pe of carrying flaughter and famine through 
ed France has afforded joy to thoutands, How many, 
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in this Chriſtian land, have been enough loſt to thz 
feclings of humanity, to wiſh ſucceſs to the attempts 
which have been made to ſtarve the whole French 
nation, man, woman, and child. We are an enlight. 
enced people, and call ourſelves Chriſtians, the diſci. 
ples of Bim whoſe doctrine teaches, © If thine ene- 
my hunger, feed him;“ but the war ſyſtem, which 
has ſo long been cheriſhed, has taught us to mingle, 
with the humanity of civilization, a ferocity worthy 
of barbarians. My heart recoils at the objects of 
horror which {tart upon my imagination at the very 
recollection of this inhuman project, though now 
abandoned in deſpair. There is now but a ſtep be- 
tween vs and famine ; and the barriers ſeem break- 
ing down to lay us open to the invaſion of an enra- 
ged enemy. Should theſe evils be realized. which 
God forbid how will it inibitter our reflections, in 
the midſt of ſufferings and death, to recollect our 
former wiſhes and rejoicings; when our prayers ad 
nothing but imprecations of deſtruction on our ene. 
mies; and our Joys in proportion to the multitudes 
of the ſlain, the numbers made widows and father- 
leſs, and the quantum of devaſtation and miſery,—— 
Yes, we are a guilty people, and it cannot be repeated 
too often, that nothing but a ſpeedy repentance, per- 
ſonal and national; nothing but a thorough reform- 
ation, political and moral, can give us any hope ot 
a long ſecurity from calamities the moſt awful. 
« Behold the Judge ſtandeth before the door.” 
More than two years ago LI ventured to publiſh 
my opinion that the prophecies, which refer to the 
final overthrow of all antichriſtian oppreſſions and 
corruptions were beginning to be accompliſhed, and 
that the prediction (Rev. x1. 18.) reſpecting the an- 
ger of the nations, and the wrath of God, was veri- 
tying ; and that the firſt vial of wrath (Rev. xvi. 2.) 
was begun to be poured out (Signs of the Times); 
and though I am no prophet, and may be miſtaken, 
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yet I hope I may be permitted, without being accu- 
{ed of preſumption, to give my opinion as to the 
progreſs which | ſuppoſe theſe judgments have made, 
and what we have to expect, Hitherto the vial on 
the earth appears to have prevailed ; but now there 
are ſtriking indications of the ſpeedy pouring out of 
that which is allotted for the fea (Rev. xvi. 3.). Does 
this prophetic repreſentation allude to the judgments 
of God which are to fall on maritime powers, on 
navies, and on inſular countries? Every thing looks 
like the approach of its accompliſhment. Are the 
French the inſtruments which God is uſing for the 
chaſtiſement of the nations, and for the accomplith- 
ment of his purpoſes? Hitherto they have been o- 
bliged to exert their force in other quarters; but 
Providence ſeems looſing them from their former re- 
ſtraints, and it is probable that, making peace with 
ſome of their continental enemies, they will be at 
liverty to bend their force more immediately againſt 
this country, and to exert all their power for the de- 
ſtruction of our navy. This ſtruggle for naval pre- 
eminence, and for the overthrow of our govern- 


ment, will, it is likely, turn the ſea into blood, and 


bring upon this country more dreadful evils than it 
has ever yet known. On ſubjects like theſe diffidence 
and modeſty become us. Even though the hypo- 
theſis, founded on the above paſſage, be juſt, viz, 
that this country will be the next to experience the 
awtul viſitation of God, yet it may be brought about 
in ways the leaſt thought of. Even when events 
may be pretty clearly revealed, yet the manner of 


their accompliſhment may be no part of the revela- 


tion, and the methods of Providence may diſappoint 
all our beſt formed conjectures. But however theſe 


things may be, yet that ſome afflicting change in 


our ſituation will ſoon take place, that ſome cala- 

mty, dreadfully awful, will ſoon burit upon this 

country, every thing indicates. Prepare there- 
H 
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fore to meet your God.” — © Behold I come as a 
thief. Watch.“ 

Over the conduct of the nation the influence « 
a few individuals is but ſmall lt i indeed the duty 
of every man to do all he can t-wards producing, 
on the ubhc mind, that conviction which mult pre- 
cede genuine repentance. and which is neccflary to 
any valuable or effectual reform; but after all he 
may fail and the ruin of his country may be inevit. 
able. But ſhould it be thus, yet if he has not been 
wanting in thoſe duties which he owes to ſociety, to 
himtelf, and his God; if he has examined his own 
ways. and turned from his evil doings, be may ſtil: 
hope for iome ſhelter from the violence of the de. 
ſfolating ſtorm; and though he may not cſcape alt 
Mate of fufferings amidſt Gad's judgments on the 
nations. vet he may be accounted worthy to e. 
{cape the chief evil of them. and to fland before 
the Son of Man. let each of us, therefore, not 
forget to watch over curſelves; over our princt- 
ples, tempers, and conduct. 

Though benevolence will influence us to care for 
others, and inſpire our hearts with the love of our 
country, the love of our kind: yet our own fe- 
gion, our own virtue and piety, to watch over 
ourſelves, is our particular cencern. let us then 
beware that our hearts are not overcharged with ſur— 
feiting and drunkennels, and cares of this life. Let 
us take heed, and watch over ourſelves, that we be 
not conformed to the follies and ungodly practices 
of the world ; but that we be transtormed by the 
renewing of our minds, and thus be found vigilant 
and active in practiſing thoſe duties which our 1.016 
Has enjoined, that. come when he will, he way find 
us ready. And fecing that God's judgments arc 
now pouring out upon antichriſt in no common 
meaſure, and threatening the accompliſhment of the 
long predicted deſtruction, it becomes us particular. 
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iy to watch over ourſelves, and beware that we are 


not am »ngſt his advocates and ſupporters, tor that 
would be to inſure a {hare of that wrath which is to 
dedroy him ;—1t becomes us to ſee that we are not 
among the perſecutors, who beat their follow er- 
vants, and riot on the ipoil of their lord's houſe; tor 
the lord of ſuch ſervants ihall come in a day when 
they look not for him, and in an hour that they are 
not aware of, and (hall cur them aſundei, and ap- 
point them their portion with the hypocrites ; but 
bleed is that ſervant whom his lord, when he com- 
eth, ſhall fin! doing what he hath commanded. 

But to watchfulneſs adi prayer. Pray always. 
What is it which this command of Chtiſt enjoins us 
more particularly to pray for ? 

As the advancement and glory of the kingdom of 
God ſhould be our chief end, ſo our pravers, before 
ail things, thould be for this. fhus the ärſt petition 
in that pattern of prayer which our bord taught his 
diſciples, is, 1% kingdom come, thy <wwiil be dine on 
earth as it is in heaven. Shall we pray for our daily 
bread ? Shall we pray for the forgivenets ot our fins, 
and be fervent in prayer for what concerns our Own 
particular intereſts, and ſhall we be unconcerned a- 
bout the glory of God? Great and many ate the 
promiſes which the divine Father hith given to us, 
reſpecting his kingdom among men; retpecting the 
univerſal dominion of his Son; let us pray then that 
this kingdom may come; that the knowledge of 
the Lord may cover the earth, as the waters cover 
the ſca; with David, in his laſt praver, let us pray, 
let the whole earth be filled with his giery, Amen and 
Amen. | 

It is alſo the duty of the Chriſtian, to pray for the 
overthrow of all the enemies of Ciriit, and for the 
removal of every thing which ſtands in oppoſition to 
his kingdom. As for our own particular enemies, 
ve are enjoined to pray for them, 22d to bleſs them 
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that curſe us; but with reſpect to the incorrigible 
enemies of God and of his church, though the Chrif. 
tian is never to take the vengeance into his own 
hands, yet he 1s taught to pray, Let all thine enemies 
periſh, O Lord, let all them be confounded that hate Zion: 
and we are called upon to rejoice over the fall of 
antichriſtian perſecutors, who have ſhed the blood of 
the ſaints. Reſpecting the whore of Babylon, who 
is drunk with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus, and 
all her children who oppoſe the dominion of the 
prince of peace, it is the duty of the followers of the 
Lamb to pray, How long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt 
thou not judge and avenge our blood ? Let God ariſe, and 
let his enemies be ſcattered ! 

And whilſt Chriſtians exerciſe faith in the promiſe 
of their maſter, and look for his coming, it 1s their 
duty to pray that the church of Chriſt may be 


ſtirred up to her firſt love, and to do her firſt works, 


Truly it is a day of ſmall things. With all our 
boaſtings of being the moſt pure and beſt conſtituted 
church in the world; with all our profeſſions of re- 
ligion, and millions a-year paid for its ſupport, how 
little of true piety ! how little of ſound morality ! 
Yea, how little do people in general know even of 
the firſt rudiments of our holy religion! Inſtead of 
the fear of God. we take up with ſuperſtition ; 1n- 
ſtead of that ſpirit of love which the goſpel makes 
ſo indiſpenſable, we ſee little but grudging and 1- 
will between different parties; and our zeal is rather 
for forms and opinions of human invention, than for 
genuine godlineſs; or, at beſt, about mint, aniſe, and 
cummin, rather than the weightier matters of the 
law, judgment, mercy, and faith. Nor is this de- 
pai ture from primitive Chriſtianity peculiar to one 
or two ſects. It is general. Without a change, 
what have we to expect but the fate of the Jewilh 
church; the fate ot thoſe Scribes and Phariſees 
whom we every day condemn !—The clouds have 
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already begun to darken our hemiſphere - they roll 
towards us—they groan with the weight of ven— 
geance which they bear, 

Amidſt this general declenſion and corruption; 
this lamentable departure trom the ſpirit and prac- 
tice of Chriſtianity z what duty is more incumbent 
on the true ſervant of God, or more in uniſon with 
his feelings, than to pray that God would revive his 
work; and to that end pour out the influences of 
his ſpirit upon his people ; ſend forth labourers into 
his vineyard, and bleſs, in his church, the diſpenſa- 
tion of his word, and the adminiſtration of Chriſtian 
ordinances ; that thus the Chriſtian church may be 
ready to meet her Lord, as a bride adorned for her 
huſband ? None. 

We add, it is alſo our bounden duty, in proſpect 
of the great and terrible day of the Lord's judgments 
on the nations, to pray for our country, that we 
may find mercy amidſt thoſe great and general cala- 
mities which are to clear the way for Chriſt's king. 
dom. It 1s our duty to pray for the king and for all 
in authority, that God, in his all- directing providence, 
would over-rule and guide all their councils and 
proceedings for good; and that the government un- 
der which we live and enjoy ſo many bleſſings, and 
under whoſe protection the church of Chritt, in theſe 
lands, has been ſheltered for now a hundred and five 
years. from thoſe perſecutions which laid it waſte in 
preceding ages, and which have, at the ſame time, laid 
it waſte in other neighbouring nations, may be blei- 
ſed, and be ſtill directed for the general good, that 
we may lead quiet and peaceable lives; that what is a- 
miſs may be corrected; that whatever may be offen- 


live to God, and injurious to men, may be ſpeedily 


reformed And to the end that this may be done 
with the leaſt poſſible calamity, our duty is to pray 
that God will be pleaſed to diipoſe the hearts of our 
rulers, in whoſe hands the power of reformation is, 
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to apply themſclves to it with all the zeal and diſin- 
tereited integrity which the vaſt importance of the 
caſe requires. And above all our fervent prayer to 
God ſhould be, that a ſincere and general repentance 
and turning from ſin may take place among us. For 
whatcver crooked policy may teach, it is rightequſ- 
ncis only that exalteth a nation, and fin that brings 
reproach on any people (Prov. xv. 34. This 
it is which works, as a canker, the ruin of empires, 
and brings upon nations the vengeance of Almiglity 
God, who, as the 1ighteous Sovereign ant Gover— 
nor over all, hitcth up one and calteth Cown anc 
ther, and rendereth to nations, as well as to indwi— 
duals, according to their werks: but with this ci. 
ference. that whereas rewards and punithments, as 
they reſpect individuals, are to be expected rather iu 
the world to con e than in this, thu:e which nations 
may merit mult be in this lite; becauſe, as nations, 
they can have no futute exinence. And lence, 
though wicked individuals may here eſcape pus iſh— 
ment, wicked rpaticns, firit or laſt, never do; but, 
when their iniquity is full (Gon. xv. 16.), the ven- 
geance comes, and they tumble into ruin. hat we 
may repent. and be preſerved from God's deltioz ns 
judgments. let us pray always. 

1 he prayer of faith availeth much: Abr aham pray. 
ed to the Lord that if but ten righteous perions were 
found in Sodom, to fpare it for the ten's jake; and 
the Lord promiſed him, that if ſo many were tound 
there, he wonid ſpare it for the teii's take When 
Itrael ſinned, Motes prayed for them, and the 1 ord 
turned away from his anger, Elias prayed, and there 
was no rain for three years and {ix months; and again 
he prayed. and the 1 ord ſent rain. Prayer las o- 
pened gates vt iron, and raied the dead. The eyes 
of the Lord aue oyer the rightecus ; his ears ate open 
to their cry. The prayer of the upright is his de- 
light. No Chriſtian then, however mean, or ob{cuic 
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his ſtation (for the Lord is no reſpecter of perſons), 
can tell but his fervent prayer may avail, to bring 
bleſſin gs on his country, bleſſings on the church, 
Happy is then tion that abounds with praying ſouls! 
and thoſe govern rs who, in the tear of Go1, pro- 
tet inch may hope tor the divine favour But of 
ovpreflvrs and perſecutors we mv adopt the lan- 
guage of the plilmiſt— ' Hine hand ſball find out all 
thine eremies, thy tight hand ſhail find out all thoje that 
hate ! hee, 

But it is not only our duty to pray for our own 
country, but for all nations, Jews and Gentiles ; that 
there may be peace in all the earth; that all ma 
know the Lord, and thus the wilderneſs and the ſo— 
litary place be made glad, and the defert bloſſom as 
the role. | 

Yes, it is cur duty to pray for a// nations; and 
we very much miſtake the nature of our religion, 
and are ignorant of the very efizutial of acceptable 
prayer, if we fancy that we may approach the Al- 
mighty with hearts burning, with wrath, even againſt 
our bitterelt enemies, and with prayers for their de- 
ſtruction: An univerſal benevolence mult expand 
our minds and warm our devotions, if we would of- 
fer an acceptable ſaci iſice on his altar. God has made 
of one blood all the rations of the earth. and for the 
converſion, peace, liberty, and happineſs of all, 
mould we he concerned. Our father, who is in 
heaven, is kind to the unthanktul and the evil, and 


to imitate him is not only the perfection of piety, 


but eſſential to its exiſtence. O when will the time 


come that we ſhall all learn the leſſons of lefus Chritt ! 


Delireable day long promiſe and long praved for, 
when all the tribes of the earth ſhall remember and 
turn unto the lord; when, actuated and united by 
the kindly influence of chriſtian charity, all nations 
mall embrace each other as brethren, and we ſhall 
no more hear of zatural enemies; of religions wars 
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(as the preſent one is called) nor of any other ; but, 
„judgment {hall dwell in the wildernets, and no- 
thing but righteouſneſs in the fruitful field. And 
the work of Tighteouſneis {hall be peace, and the ef. 
fect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs. and aſſurance for e- 
ver.” (la. XXXi1L 16. .). To many, ſuch a ſtate of 
felicity, in this world, may appear to be only the 
reverie of a heated fancy ; ; but though we cannot 
ſay with exactneſs, how ſociety will be brought to 
this happy ſtate ; yet why ſhould it be thought ſo 
very chimerical as ſome ſuppoſe it? It only needs 
that the great maſs of mankind ſhould be enlighten- 
ed by the wiſdom of the goſpel, and feel its influence 
on their minds; that all governments ſhould be for- 
med on the broad principles of juſtice and benevo- 
lence, and not, as is now too generally the caſe, 
on blind ſelfiſhneſs, and the criminal policy of 
ſtateſmen and prieſts, who have created to them: 
ſelves an intereſt di/tinct from that of the majc- 
rity of mankind. Were men thus enlightened, and 
governments thus conſtituted, univerſal peace 
and happineſs would follow of courſe. And has 
God created all nations for his glory, and that he 
might have objects on which to exerciſe his infinite 
beneficence ? Has He, in conformity to thoſe hopes 
which He cheriſhed from age to age, of a perfect re- 
covery from the evils of the fall, ſent forth his Son 
into the world to ſhed his blood for the remiſſion of 


fins, and thus far forwarded the progreſs of the pro- 


miſed redemption ? Has He raiſed him from the 
dead, ſet him at his own right hand, and promiſed 
to him “ dominion and glory, and a kingdom that 
all people, nations, and languages may ſerve him!“ 
(Dan. vii. 14.). And do innumerable promiſes glit- 
ter in the prophecies, which, to ſay the leaſt, ſeem to 
encourage our hopes of thoſe happy days on this now 
diſtracted earth, when © nation ſhall not lift up 
{word againſt nation, nor learn war any more?” 
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(Mic. iv. 3. 4.) And do we believe not only that God 
is able to effect the neceſſary changes on the minds 
of men, and the neceſſary order of things in the 
nations; but that it is a work worthy of his infi- 
nite goodneſs? Why then ſhould any, who believe 
the ſcriptures, eſteem this expectation of univerſal 
righteouſneſs and harmony among men as ill- found- 
ed; or even the ſpeedy accompliſhment of the e- 
vent, as at all improbable ? 

Chriſtians! do you believe the prophets? Yes, I 
know that you beheve. Search the ſcriptures then, 
for they aſſure us of a time when all ſhall know the 
Lord, and the nations of the carth ſhall learn war no 
more; but diſbanded armies ſhall beat their ſwords 
into plowſhares, and their ſpears into pruning- 
hooks, (Ia. ii. 4.) and, as the ſubjects of one ſove-— 
reign, the prince of peace; as the cluldren of one 
father, the father of mercies; all men ſhall dwell 
together in love, and no more ſtain his houſe 
with each others blood, nor difturb his family with 
their broils “. As chriſtians it is our duty to pray 
tor this general felicity of ail nations, and do all 
we can to promote it. Woe unto us if we are wile 
ling inſtruments to hinder it. And though we 
cannot hope to ſee its full accompliſhment at once, 
yet as feeling for the ſufferings, and participating in 
the happineſs of all nations, let us not ceaſe to 
pray for their welfare, and that the God of all grace, 
the common father of us all, as his creatures, 
would over-rule all their affairs, in common with 


* May peace bleſs my country and all mankind! But though I 
may be miſtaken, yet, from a diligent compariſon of the prophecies. 
with events, I have formed a ſtrong perſuaſion that the prejent war 
will continue to rage in Europe, with little or no intermiſſion, for 
about twenty-four years to come, and, except the ſhort apd violent 
puſh which Gog and his #olt will make juſil before the clodag of the 
preſent diſpentation, or order of things, will be the laſt. The rea- 
fons which ſupport this hypotheſis may be ſeen in the Fig Past of 
the Signs of the Times, | l 
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thoſe of cur own country, for the furtherance of 
the moral improvement, and of the general union 
and happineſs of mankind. 

To conclude, our duty, in the proſpect of the 
coming of the Lord, is, to pray that wwe may be pre- 
pared; that our tempers and practices may be 


brought to a holy conformity to the principles of 


the bingdom of Jeſus Chriſt; that we may not be 
found among the lordly and perſecuting; that we 
may not be found among thoſe that fleep, nor among 
the ſcoffers that fay, Where is the promiſe of his coming? 
but among thoſe that watch and pray always, and 
who {hall be accounted worthy to eſcape the judg- 
ments which ſhall fall upon the heads of the wicked, 
and to fiand before the Son of Man. 

O chriſtians! how is it that we watch and pray 
no more? that we are no more concerned to glo- 
rity our Lord, and to be found of him in peace! 
What is it chriſtian, which engages your attention? 
which occupies your time? Chriſt has promiſed to 
come again and take to himſelf his kingdom. How 
is it that you think no more about it? that you pray 
no more for it? that you watch the ſigns which he 
has given us with no more attention, nor over your- 
lelves with no more godly jealouſy ? How is it that 
yau are no more concerned to be ready? ls this 
your faith in one of the moſt intereſting truths which 
the word of God reveals? Alas! It hen the Sen of Man 
cometh, fhall he find faith on the earth? But few. it 
is to be fcared, will be found exerciſing faith on the 
particular promiſe of his coming; but that day will 
come upon US unawares. 

O ye, whoſe hearts are overcharged with ſurfeit— 
ing and drunkenneſs, who live in chambering and 
wantonncſs; and ye men of the earth. whole hearts 
are overcharged with the cares c this life and who 
would rather that the kingdom of God ſhould never 
come, than your cafe be diſturbed, or your carral 
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intereſts affected: Ve, who are too buſy about this 
world, to think of another; too much in love with 
the preſent ſtate of things, to ſigh after the promiſ- 
ed change; too earthly minded, to watch the ſigns 
of the times, or to realize the promiſes of Chriſt! 
He ſhall come at an hour that 5e think not. At mid- 
night there {hall be a cry, Go ye out! ro meet him. At 
any rate the period 1s not far off when death will 
ſummon you into eternity. It is not long ere the 
trumpet will found and we muſt all ſtand before 
the Son of Man, and receive as our works have 
been. Be ye ready. | | 

O ye nations ye nations! prepare to meet your 
God. He cometh in his power, to rejudge the cauſe 
of the dead. He will break his enemies with a rod 
of iron, and daſh them to pieces like a potter's veſ- 
ſel. Then ye ſervants of God, ye afflicted follow- 
ers of Chriſt, look up, and lift up your heads, for 
your redemption draweth nigh. 

HE THAT TESTIFIETH THESE THINGS SAITH, 
SURELY I COME QUICKLY, AMEN. EVEN so, COME 
Logpd JtsUS. 


FINIS. 


